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What Shall | Render Thee ? 


By Dorothy j. Langford 


Render to - - - God the things that are 
God’s. — Mark 12:17 


HAT shall I render Thee, most gra- 
cious Lord? 
How show my gratitude for grace outpoured ? 
Showered Thy wealth on me, 
Love all around I see, 
What shall my answer be? 
How praise my God? 


Worship of inmost heart desirest Thou ; 
Here in adoring love lowly I bow ; 

Give Thee my praises meet, — ie 
Thanks lay before Thy feet, 

Blessed Omniscience greet, 

Worship Thee now. 


Yet do I owe to Thee out of Thy store 
My heart, my will and life —ali this and 
more — 
Faith that in stillness waits, 
Prayer entering in Thy gates, 
Love that no test abates, 
Joy in Thy law. 
Take all, my Lord, I pray, 
Now from my heart I say 
All, all is Thine. 
v 


When Life is Christ 


When the Holy Spirit told Paul *to 
write, “To me to live is Christ” (Phil. 
1:21), he gave us the secret of every 
blessing, the solution of every problem. 


-The verse has been paraphrased, “Life 


means Christ to me.” A child of God 
tells of a question that filled her praying 
heart, voicing the heart-cries of suffer- 
ing Christians: “Will you tell me, Lord 


Jesus, why many of your children have 
such heavy, heavy burdens and are de- 
prived of so-very much — and why some 


children of thine have so.much more to 
bear than others?” The Lord’s own an- 
swer came: “It will all be made up to 
them, my child, in the glorious life be- 
yond.” She adds this word: “Suffer- 
ing child of his, our loving Lord Jesus 
is planning beautiful, rich things for 
you. He has just one great, marvelous 
purpose, and -that-is to fill you with 
himself, and to make you like Jesus — 
‘to be conformed to the image of his 
Son’ (Rom. 8:29). For time and eter- 
nity, this is the divine thought and de- 
sire. He would have Christ-filled, Christ- 
like children, and he woos. and molds 
and trains us in the school of life. Jesus 
himself will overcome in us, to.the very 
end, if we take him to live his life of 
victory in us.” Weymouth translates He- 
brews 12:11, “Now at the time, discipline 
seems to be a matter not for joy, but for 
grief; yet it afterwards yields to those 


‘who have passed through its training 


a result full of peace —namely, right- 
eousness.” Are we ready to trust Him 
who is our Life with everything — even 
with this present, crushing burden? 


=< 


Chameleons 

Our Lord never asks Christians to be 
chameleons. When Paul was gladly 
“made all things to all men” (1 Cor. 
9:22) he never compromised with sin 
or unbelief, or diluted the Gospel, in 
order to be “all things.” He explains 
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The Christian's 


HE third chapter of Joel describes 

the day of the Lord, vividly depict- 
ing the divine judgments that will 
then afflict the nations. “The heavens 
and the earth shall shake,” we are told, 
“but,” in that hour, “the Lord will be 
the hope of his people.” Or, as the Re- 
vision has it, “a refuge unto his people.” 
The first ‘part of the Gospel is that 
Christ is the sinner’s refuge. There are 
those who think it clever to deride the 
seeking of personal salvation from sin’s 
penalty as being a selfish thing. But the 
man who sees a storm coming that 
threatens his destruction is not neces- 
sarily selfish, but simply prudent if he 
seeks refuge. And because our Lord 
Jesus was wounded for our transgres- 
sions, bruised for our iniquities, he is 
able to shelter from condemnation and 
judgment all who flee to him for refuge. 
But that is only the first part of the 
Gospel. Our Lord is more than a place 





just what he means by that statement; 
to the Jews he talked as a Jew, to those 
who were not under the law of Israel he 
talked as one “without law ... but un- 
der the law to Christ”; to the weak he 
spoke freely as one who was weak. But 
all this he did “for the gospel’s sake.” 
A consecrated and discerning missionary 


in the Philippines writes to friends at 


home of the visit of a well-known Mod- 
ernist missionary to their field. ‘We felt 
it wisest to take the students one evening 
—then talk it over the next day. Some 
were quick to discern how he was dif- 
ferent from some of the saints the Lord 
has sent to minister in our midst. As 
one spoke of his talking evolution when 
with a university group, and of creation 
in the church, I thought of our small, 
chameleon-like house lizards trying to 
fit into their environment — one looking 
very ghostly after a sojourn on our white 
food closet!” Joining with others in 
eating the food of unbelief is liable to 
make the Christian look ghostly! There 
is a better way, and the greatest of mis- 
sionaries has told us what it is. “For I 
determined not to know any thing 
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified. .. . And my speech and my 
preaching was not with enticing words 
of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration 
of the Spirit and of power: that your 
faith should not stand in the wisdom of 
men, but in the power of God” (1 Cor. 
2:2-5). 


% 


Place of Repair 


of refuge for the guilty sinner. He is 
also a place of repair, as the marginal 
rendering of our verse so beautifully 
suggests. “The Lord will be the hope 
[place of repair, or harbor] of his peo- 
ple.” A harbor may be used as a place 
of refuge, and it may serve as a place 
of repair. Christ is both to the believer. 
In him we find not only refuge but re- 
newal as well. “Therefore if any man 
be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new.” And because 
of that we sing: 

We praise and bless Thee, gracious Lord, 

Our Saviour kind and true, 
For all the old things passed away, 
For ali Thou hast made new. 

Yet even though we know what it is 
to have had all things become new, there 
remains the possibility of our getting 
into spiritual disrepair. And so we go 
on to sing: 
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But yet how much must be destroyed, 
How much renewed must be, 

Ere we can fully stand complete 
In. likeness, Lord, to Thee. 


Ah! leave us not, from day to day 
Revive, restore again... 


We need a Saviour who can not only 
put us right, but who can keep us right. 

And the New Testament recognizes 
that need in its use of a word sometimes 
translated “perfect.” It means “to mend,” 
“to adjust,” “to repair,” “to make fit.” 
We meet this word in Ephesians 4:12, 
where we learn that pastors and teachers 
are God’s gift to his church “for the per- 
fecting of the saints,” for putting them 
into repair, making them spiritually fit. 
Or again, in Hebrews 13:20, 21, the God 
of peace is entreated to “make you per- 
fect in every good work,” to adjust us 
to, or to mend us for, the effective doing 
of every good work that opportunity 
brings our way. Then there is Galatians 
6:1, with its word concerning: the 
brother overtaken in a fault. The spir- 
itual brother, the one in a condition of 
spiritual fitness, is to “restore [our word 
again] such an one,” set himself to the 
repairing of the brother’s broken fel- 
lowship with Christ, and to bring him 
back to a state of spiritual fitness. 

Now, in the light of this New Testa- 
ment recognition of the need of spir- 
itual repair in the lives of God’s chil- 
dren, how beautiful to read Joel’s verse, 
“The Lord will be a place of repair for 
his people.” 

Are we continually availing ourselves 
of our “Place of Repair”? Do we let our 
daily faults and sins go by unjudged 
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and unconfessed, uncleansed and uncor- 
rected? Or do we continually betake 
ourselves to the Saviour, open our hearts 
to him, confess our defections, and so 
recover our lost spiritual fitness? If this 
is our habit, then we have found in 
Christ our place of repair. It is thus, and 
thus only that we keep ourselves spir- 
itually fit and ready for both the temp- 
tations and the tests of life. And where 
we are careful to avail ourselves of our 
place of repair, then the sorest-and most 
prolonged trials may be sustained vic- 
toriously. 

Charles Simeon is a case in point. In 
1782 he was appointed vicar of the Trin- 
ity Parish Church, Cambridge, Eng. But 
the congregation had desired the ap- 
pointment of*a man whom the bishop 
had not seen fit to appoint. The church, 
in a manner most unchristian, thereupon 
vented its spleen against the bishop upon 
his appointee. Members refused to at- 
tend the services. They locked their 
pews against those who would attend. 
They refused their minister entry into 
tiztir homes. They even resorted to il- 
legal acts.. But Simeon, remembering 
that the servant of the Lord must not 
strive, did not retaliate but patiently 
waited. Convinced that he was in the 
Lord’s will in remaining where he had 
been sent, he stayed on under the most 
trying circumstances and waited all of 
eight years before his opponents began 
to relent. 

Yet, through all the injustices, the 
indignities, and the hostility of those 
years, he avoided all rash or vindictive 

(Continued on page 694) 
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The Secret of Victory 


Through what I believe is the leading 
of God, I have in hand your little tract, 
“The Life That Wins” [The Sunday 
School Times Co., 20 cents a dozen copies; 
$1.50 a hundred; or 2 cents each; post- 
paid]. That life is just what I want and 
I’m positive. I'll never be happy or satis- 
fied with anything less. 


I am thirty years old, and in the third 
year of my ministry. I’m fundamental 
through and through. I believe that the en- 
tire Scripture is the inspired Word of God. 
I lay no hope on anything I am or have 
or am doing; I simply trust the shed blood 
of Christ completely and only for salva- 
tion, and I should be trusting his risen 
and glorified self for my life. and victory. 
I realize that Christ does not merely want 
me to live for him but that he wants to 
live in and through me. I am aware of 
the fact that the real life that wins is 
just “Jesus Christ,’’ but I don’t seem to 
be able to get hold of the fact in experi- 
ence. I’ve prayed year in and year out, 
and have even come to the conclusion 
that I should just go on trusting and do- 
ing what I’m able and in God’s own time 
he will reveal the Christ in his beauty 
and power. This is an easy way of liv- 
ing without the “birthright.” 


In short, my experience is that I know 
all about the Christ, but I can hardly say 
that I’ve met him in a personal way. I’m 
up in greatest of victory, ‘and then, beset- 
ting sin and discouragement present them- 
selves and, too often, they get-me. At- 
tendance at a revival is glorious and I 
leave a new creature, only to find that 
the experience is not lasting. Have you 


any suggestions to make?—A California 

pastor. 

To this earnest plea for help the Editor 
replied: 


My heart goes out to you in deepest 
sympathy and understanding, my dear 
brother, after reading your description of 
your own experience and longings and 
dissatisfaction and defeat. I can only 
say, Trust the Lord Jesus Christ. Think 
of his faithfulness, not of your faith. 
Think of him, not of any experience you 
lack and long for. 


You have presented your body to him, 
a living sacrifice. Then you know that 
he is able to keep that which you have 
committed unto him (2 Tim. 1:12). Faith 
in him means faith in the present tense, 
—not in what he can do, or in what he 
will do, but in what he is doing now. He 
will never be more powerful than he is 
now; never more loving, never more 
eager, never more faithful to you. Then 
thank him that he is now working the 
miracle of victory in your life. Thank 
him for this in blind, cold faith; faith that 
does not ask to see, faith that does not 
ask to feel, but that rests everything on 
‘the omnipotence and grace and faithful- 
ness of your Lord Jesus Christ. 


Ged is able. God is faithful. 


Not having received a reply to this 
letter, the Editor wrote again, a fortnight 
Jater: 


Have you been, not praying, but prais- 
ing God for the blessings you are longing 
for? Every spiritual blessing is yours in 
Christ, because you are Christ’s and Christ 
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is yours. “For all things are yours; ... 


and ye are Christ’s; and Christ is God's” 


(1 Cor. 3:21, 23). Of every Christian it is 
true that God “HATH blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ” (Eph. 1:3). 


Many a child of God ties God’s hands 
by continuing to pray for what God has 
already given him in Christ: we prevent 
the enjoyment of our blessings by praying 
instead of praising for those blessings. 
Stop asking God to give you what he has 
already given you. Begin praising him 
for what he has done, and is doing, for 
you, in Christ. 

Won’t you write and tell me that you 
are doing this? 


Soon there came the following wel- 
come word from the California pastor: 


A few days ago I received your second 
letter of encouragement and help. It is 
hard for me to express my appreciation 
for the interest you have shown in my 
spiritual welfare. It gives assurance that 
our Lord is most anxious that we should 
step out in his victorious life when even 
his servants urge one to do so. 

Since first reading your booklet, “The 
Life That Wins,” I have had the glorious 
experience which you mentioned. I had 
prayed — too much?—for the victorious 
life. I knew Christ was my one and only 
Saviour. I felt I knew all there was to 
be known about him, but something was 
yet lacking. Through your help I have 
been led to see that we are to live the 
victory already won. That Romans 6 is 
literal and true. That we are to “yield” 
ourselves just as naturally and easily now 
te’ God as effortlessly as we yielded our- 
selves to Satan in the past! . 


It is natural that there should arise 
questionings as to the reasons for cir- 
cumstances and failures; however, I have 
come through so much wilderness that 
from now on I’m walking in simple con- 
viction that continually, and even through 
that path, He is able to work an exceed- 
ing great victory. One week ago last 
Lord’s Day in my sermon I presented the 
truth in this way: “You need holiness? 
Christ is holy, you need just Christ! You 
need purity? Christ is pure, you need 
just Christ ! Etc.” From now on Im rest- 
ing in the realization that He-saved to 
begin with, He will raise me for the rap- 
ture, and He will give me the abundant 
life now ! 


To this letter the Editor sent one fur- 
ther word: 


I rejoiced to read your letter,- and 
thank you for writing me again as I had 
asked. May I suggest a change of a 
word or two in one of your sentences 
when you say that you are resting in 
the realization that “He will give me the 
abundant life now’’? Just change that 
future tense to the present tense, and say, 
in simple faith, that you rejoice that “He 
is giving me the abundant life now!” 
For he is! His grace is sufficient, — not 
can be, or will be, though both are true, 
but is sufficient just now, in this present 
moment, and moment by moment. 


Other pamphlets on the Victorious Life 
in Christ which were sent to this earnest 
seeker, and which helped to show the 
Way, are the following (published by 
The Sunday School Times Co.): 

Victory Without Trying. (40 cents a 
dozen; $3 a hundred; 4 cents each; post- 
paid.) 

IS. (30 cents a dozen; $2 a hundred; 3 
cents each; postpaid.) 


Real and Counterfeit Victory. (40 cents , 


a dozen; $3 a hundred; 4 cents each; post- 
paid.) 

What Is Your Kind of Christianity? (40 
cents a dozen; $3 a hundred; 4 cents 
each; postpaid.) 

Victory’s Final Secret. (20 cents a 
dozen; 75 cents for 50 copies; postpaid.) 
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How the Spiritual Life of Our School Is Cared For 


Where pupils who find new life in Christ reach 
out to the whole community 


By Faith R. Williams 














UR Sunday school feels that noth- 
ing deepens the spiritual life like 
prayer; therefore we have organ- 

‘ized many prayer bands. One of these 
bands meets just before the Sunday 
school hour. This is a difficult time for 
prayer because, when the teachers ar- 
rive, there is much to be done in prep- 
aration for the day’s work. However, 
this difficulty has been overcome by 
bringing in additional assistants to at- 
tend to the ventilation, the distribution 
of materials, and the like. Of course, 
the Adversary will argue that this prayer 
time is of small consequence and that 
bustling around to get ready for the 
opening hour is vastly more important, 
but results prove the contrary, and if 
enough assistants are appointed the 
teachers will have time for a few min- 
utes of prayer. 

Another part of the prayer life that 
we feel is valuable is made possible by 
mailing lists of Sunday school officers 
and teachers. These lists were serit out 
recently to every member of the church 
with the request that each one on the 
list be prayed for daily, and especially 
early on Sunday morning, even though 
this might mean getting up earlier. 


“Continuing Instant in Prayer” 


There are several: other prayer bands, 
two meeting just before the morning 
church service and one in the evening, 
also one on Tuesday morning, and once 
a month a day of prayer and fasting. 
All these are in addition to the midwee 
prayer meeting. At each of these prayer 
periods much prayer is offered for the 
superintendent of the Sunday school, the 
officers, the teachers and scholars, as 
well as the homes from which the schol- 
ars come, especially the homes where 
Christ is not known. How coulg a 
Sunday school fail to grow and pros- 
per with this volume of prayer back 
of it? 

Another secret of the spiritual growth 
of our school. is the- choice of: conse- 
crated teachers. We want teachers who 
are leading the surrendered and sep- 
arated life. In some churches the 
teachers discuss football or the. styles 
for the coming season during class in- 
stead of concentrating on the Word of 
God, and the children in these classes 
would be as well off at home. We want 
teachers who have a love for the Word 
of God as well as a concern for the sal- 
vation and spiritual growth of each child 
entrusted to their care. 

The choice of teachers is left to the 
officers, and the prayer bands are at- 
tended by adults, but what do we plan 
to have the children do for their own 
spiritual development? Because it 
strengthens their spiritual life to ex- 
press themselves in public, our opening 
exercises are somewhat different from 
the usual program. The children have 
the privilege of testifying, perhaps tell- 


A first prize of twenty dollars was 
awarded to Miss Williams ‘for this 
article in the Prize Contest. 

Prayer is the basis of all the plans 
this school has found effective in 
deepening the spiritual life of the 
members. Scholars are first led to 
Christ as their Saviour, and they be- 
come living witnesses for him. The 
methods that have proved such a 
blessing may be summed up as fol- 
lows: 

Many prayer bands 
Consecrated teachers 
Opportunity for testimony 
The practice of tithing 
Outside evangelistic work 
Regular mission study 
Decision days 








ing of their love for God and praise to 
him for what he has done for them, or 
giving some interesting experience con- 
nected with witnessing for him. It would 
astonish many adults to ‘hear these 
children state, “I love Christ because he 
first loved me,” or, “I am thankful that 
he shed his blood on Calvary for me.” 
Their testimonies are out of their own 
hearts, and often are the result of the 
class work and study of the Word. On 
the first Sunday this new venture was 
tried, twenty testified. 

Another part of the spiritual growth 
of the children is in relation to money. 
They have limited funds, of course, but 
all of them have some money, and as a 
part of their spiritual development we 
urge tithing, even if it be only one cent 
out of ten. Our gifts to the orphanages 
or to the needy, as well as to the mis- 
sion field, assume gratifying proportions, 
and emphasis on tithing probably has its 
part in the results. ' 


“Good News from a Far Country” 


A Sunday set aside each month for 
missions, when a missionary brings a 
message from the foreign field, is a factor 
in the spiritual growth of the children. 
We are not so concerned about the geog- 
raphy and resources. of these heathen 
lands as we are about what is being 
accomplished for the Lord Jesus Christ. 
This missionary hour develops a love for 
missions. 

Another phase of the spiritual life of 
the Sunday school is its evangelistic ef- 
forts. One of the most important parts 
of this work is carried on Sunday aft- 
erneons. The ‘plan is to meet at the 
church, fill several cars with young folks 
from the Sunday school, and then go, 
either to the beaches, the parks, the 
County Home, or the Veterans’ Hospital 
with literature for distribution. It is 
hard work, and there is possibility of 
insults, but these sturdy young people 
carry on and enjoy this chance to wit- 
ness, even when facing rebuffs. The 


most inspiring testimony at a recent mid- 
week prayer meeting was given by one 
of these young people, and her face 
lighted up as she told of the blessing 
that had come to her own heart in this 
ministry to the worldly young people 
who flock to places of pleasure on Sun- 
day. 

We rejoice also to know that this group 
of teen age boys-and girls has under- 
taken the distribution of tracts in the 
lockers of thirteen hundred young peo- 
ple in high school. Heavenly records 
are kept of all these efforts to bring 
glory to our Lord. 

Of course, nothing is of more vital im- 
portance than to have a definite time 
when opportunity is given for decision 
for Christ. Every winter, among our 
visiting Bible teachers and evangelists, 
our program includes some one who 
specializes in work among children and 
young people. At this age hearts are 
responsive and the results have been be- 
yond our expectations, both in the mat- 
ter of the salvation of souls and also 
volunteering for full time service. Harry 
Lentz, Captain Reginald Wallis, and Clif- 
ford Lewis, have been among those who 
have brought rich blessing to our Sun- 
day school. 


“Feed My Lambs” 


This annual gathering of the lambs 
into the fold is followed in the spring 
by a Communicants’ Class, conducted 
during the Sunday school hour by the 
pastor. This hour is one of the most 
momentous in the spiritual life of the 
child, and all those who desire have the 
privilege of becoming members of this 
group for six consecutive Sundays. Here 
the deep things of the spiritual life are 
discussed, hazy points are cleared up, 
the children ask questions, and the de- 
gree of intelligence they display in re- 
gard to spiritual matters is surprising. 
When the children are asked about the 
hour of their decision for Christ, there 
is nothing indefinite about their replies. 
They know the time, many of them stat- 
ing that it was during one of the win- 
ter’s revival services. 

Then there is an examination to ascer- 
tain just what has been grasped of the 
material the pastor has been giving, and 
on Easter Sunday those whose parents 
give their consent are received into the 
membership of the church. Each child 
who comes into the church should have 
this contact with the pastor in order to 
receive the light he is able to give them, 
on the practical side of the Christian 
life as well as on the fundamentals of 
the faith. 

This is the final step to complete the 
winter’s activities, the underlying motive 
of the entire program being the salvation 
and spiritual growth of all who attend 
our Sunday school. 


St. PETERSBURG, FLA. 
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“School Up Yonder” 
By a Wayside Witness 


Cast thy bread upon the waters: 
for thou shalt find it after many days 
(Eccles. 11:1). 


KE GRAY was not like other folks. 

As a boy of ten or twelve years he 
attended the district school on the border 
of the forest, with a number of unfor- 
tunate boys and girls who had drifted 
into poverty’s last refuge, the county 
poorhouse. Most of them could learn 
something from books, but not Ike. After 
many days of patient effort with picture- 
primer, the teacher succeeded in teach- 
ing him to recognize “A-x, ax,” with the 
picture before him. It seemed a simple 
step to “O-x, ox,” and in the course of 
time Ike made the step. By this time 
he had forgotten “Ax,” and never could 
retain the two, words at the same time 


and recognize each by its alphabetic 


symbols. 

The boy was kind and playful, with 
a bright eye for tobacco and horses. 
Fortunately he was not supplied with 
the weed, except as an occasional gift 
‘from a larger boy or indiscreet man. 
His love of animals remained with him 
through life, and his appetite for tobacco 
vanished when he found the Lord Jesus. 
Strange how the unbelieving intellec- 
tuals fail to find eternal values that are 
revealed to the wayfaring man, though 
a fool! Since he was harmless and kind, 
he was allowed to remain in the school, 
though the teacher lost hope of his book 
learning and treated his class work as 
mere routine. Other children of the 
school met his kindness half way, though 
having good-natured fun sometimes at 
his expense... But he never knew why 
the laugh was against him and was never 
offended at the joke. 

One scheme of the teacher, in which 
Ike became much interested, was the 
school post office, a box with a slot into 
which the childreri’s letters were drop- 
ped, and from which answers were dis- 
tributed. Though Ike could neither 
write nor read, there was always some 
one kind enough to read and answer 
his letters. 

The teacher devoutly read a Scripture 
portion each morning as part of the 
opening exercises. He strove to be 
Christlike in all his relations to the 
school, sometimes in doubt as to what 
the results would be in the characters 
of the plastic or obdurate pupils before 
him, who looked to him fer guidance of 
resented guidance. 

After months of effort, handicapped by 
recurring illnesses, the teacher turned 
to other occupations and removed to 
another state. Returning years later, he 
revisited the poor farm on a summer 
Sunday, with a Gospel message, “Blessed 
are ye poor.” It was delivered in the 
little chapel dedicated as a house of 
worship for the inmates, and presided 
over by a retired minister who had no 
means of self-support. The teacher’s ad- 
dress was made upon the pastor’s invi- 
tation. At appropriate times preceding 
and during the service, a man of neat 
appearance and pleasant countenance 
rendered little services, such as distribut- 
ing song books and helping any who 
needed assistance. 
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At the close of the service the speaker 
said to this man, “I used to teach school 
in this neighborhood, and there was a 
boy named Ike Gray who came to me 
from this place. Can you tell me what 
became of him?” : 

“I’m Ike,” he replied, “only my real 
name is Miiton; they just called me Ike. 
I knew you as soon as you ¢ame in, but 
I didn’t know you was a preacher.” 

“I am not a preacher,” the teacher an- 
swered, “but as I go about my tasks I 
try to win others to Jesus. You know 
him, don’t you?” 

“Oh, yes,” he brightly answered, “I 
was converted in a revival in this chapel. 
When you go home I wish you would 
write letters to me.” 

The teacher answered, “Certainly, I 
would rather write to you than to the 
King of England, who does not need me. 
I believe you do.” 

Letters were written and little gifts 
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were sent, the Christian matron attend- 
ing to Ike’s correspondence and acknowl- 
edging the gifts. A beautiful, large-type, 
gilt-edged New Testament brought tears 
of gladness to his eyes. Out of this 
the matron would sometimes read to 
him. 

Again years passed. Finally from the 
matron came the message: “Ike Gray 
has passed away. When he knew the 
end was near he asked me to write to 
you and tell you, ‘I will never see you 
again in this world, but I want to go to 
school to you up yonder.’ ” 

Happy thought! A “school, up yon- 
der,” where I pray to be permitted to 
reveal wonders of the universe to the 
now brilliant mind of the restored men- 
tal cripple who attached himself to me 
with such implicit confidence. And how 
sweet will be our fellowship as we re- 


count what great things the Wonderful 
* One has done for each of us! 








Plans for 
International Godless Conventions 





The Ceaseless Activity of Atheism’s Agents 


By Maud Howe incmanonal thisien Creede 




















HE International Atheists of the 

world plan to meet in Moscow next 
year, invited by the Soviet-Russian God- 
less as their guests. Thirty-six coun- 
tries will be represented. The Russian 
broadcasting facilities will be mobilized. 
The leader of the godless will make a 
speech about the task of universal Athe- 
ism and the education of the youth, on 
the side, of course, of godlessness. Alto- 
gether it is expected that there will be 
4,000 foreign guests (atheists). These 
include English, French, Polish, Soviet- 
Russian, Swiss, Dutch, Belgian, Spanish, 
American, Mexican, Indian, Italian (rep- 
resented through Italian Communists), 
German (represented through German 
Communists), Irish, Austrian, Scandin- 
avian, Jugoslavian. 

Delegates from the U. S. A., Afghan- 
istan, Turkey, Palestine, Canada, Aus- 
tralia, China, Japan, Siam, and other 
places, will concentrate on youth and 
how best to capture youth for a program 
that may appeal on its apparent social 
reconstruction side, but which will be 
emphasized as atheistic in content. 

Many parents and lovers of youth wiil 
sympathize with any effort to meet to- 
day’s critical situation of unemploy- 
ment with its consequent danger to 
morale. There are constant rumors from 
reliable quarters of some Government 
(Canadian) move in the direction of a 
national youth plan. We are given to 
understand that a large sum of money 
is under consideration for such a pur- 
pose, and that the youth programs of 
other countries are being carefully 
studied. 

This is common knowledge to agents 
of Communism and Atheism, who seek 
by any and every means to get a place 
on the committees of all youth programs 
in England and America, and have al- 
ready influenced indifferent Christian 
co-members toward disregard of the 


Christian faith. It is all part of the 
World Plan for Godless Revolution. 
Take the statement regarding a pro- 
posal to hold the next Godless Annual 
Convention in Canada in 1939: “The 
Soviet Russian proposes that the Cana- 
dians should convoke a Godless Congress 
this or next year. But the Canadian 
Communists consider this step as a mis- 
take which can harm the idea of athe- 
ism in Canada.” In other words, the 
progress of Communist-Atheist tactics of 
“hpring-from-within” has been so suc- 
cessful, under cover, that any open dem- 


onstration of Atheism is considered inad- - 


visible, at the present moment, for 
Canada. 

I have recently returned from a ten- 
weeks’ speaking tour in England and 
Scotland, where the situation is similar 
to America as far as Atheistic propa- 
ganda is concerned. There was not a 
meeting which was not followed by in- 


dividual appeals from parents and stu-’ 


dents for help to meet the dilemma and 
confusion following evolutionary teach- 
ing and other non-Christian efforts on 
the part of social reformers. The pocket- 
size edition of our anti-evolution series 
of three leaflets1 has been very largely 
in demand following the commendation 
appearing in the Trmwes some months 
ago. School teachers have found this 
concise information, quoting the highest 
authorities against evolution, invalu- 
able for reference. Compiled ‘by a 
Christian physician of prominent stand- 
ing, the leaflets are reliable and convinc- 
ing. Incidentally, evolution is the third 
fundamental of the American Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Atheism. 

The great danger today is the un- 
awareness of Christians. Thousands of 
men and women are helping movements 
with high-sounding names under the 





1 May be obtained from the International 
Christian Crusade, Room 404, 366 Bay Street, 
Toronto 2, Canada, at ten cents for the three. 
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illusion that they are of benefit to their 
fellows, while such movements are basi- 
cally subversive. Let it be remembered 
as no idle threat that the latest and most 
subtle propaganda aims at getting into 
our churches, Y. M. C. A.’s and Y. W. 
C. A.’s, and other Christian organizations, 
by subscribing to the rules and regula- 
tions and working a campaign against 
Christianity from center positions within 
the Christian lines. For this reason, 
many wide-awake Christian people view 
with apprehension the co-working of a 
committee composed of nominally Chris- 
tian officers and Communists in a youth 
program. 

The International Christian Crusade 
urges Christian teachers to increase their 
efforts out of school hours in building up 
boys and girls, young men and women 
in Scripture knowledge, warning them 
of the present-day dangers ahead. Last 
year one school teacher. had the joy of 
winning thirty-five boys between the 
ages of ten and fourteen to Christ, and 
is steadily following up the work year 
by year. Such missionary work is within 
the reach of all, and is desperately 
needed today. Information will be sup- 
plied gladly by the International Chris- 
tian Crusade, Room 404, 366 Bay Street, 
Toronto 2, Canada. 

TORONTO. 

ye 


Stamp Books for Sunday School 
By Leland S. Schad 


E HAVE successfully used in our 
Sunday school, the Hough Avenue 
Baptist Sunday School, Cleveland, a new 
attendance-building plan which has been 
tested in several other Sunday schools 
in Cleveland during recent weeks. This 
simple and novel plan was enthusiasti- 
cally received by superintendents, depart- 
ment heads, teachers, and scholars alike. 
A carefully kept record of attendance 
shows increases of from ten to thirty- 
five per cent in the departments using 
the plan (up to seventeen years of age). 
The plan consists of an attractive 
church school or Sunday school stamp 
book with the name and address of the 
school, space for the member’s name, 
and the actual dates for the period in 
which it is used. Each member receives 
a beautifully designed and very attrac- 
tive four-color stamp on each Sunday 
he or she is present. The scholars mount 
the stamps in their stamp books Sun- 
day by Sunday. In case a member is 
absent, he can secure a stamp for that 
Sunday by bringing a visitor any time 
during the period. 

The starnp book! is simply a four- 
page leaflet made of one sheet of thin 
pasteboard. On the inside two pages 
are twelve squares, with a date marked 
in each one, in which the twelve stamps 
are tb be placed. The stamps are done 
in bright-colored poster style, with such 
phrases as these: “Significant! In times 
' of stress we turn to God.” “He died for 





1The .stamps and the books are issued by 
Cc. H. Rundell, 440 Hanna Building, Cleveland. 
The cost is 5% cents each, complete, in lots 
of 100. The books are printed with any set 
of twelve dates and the name of the Sunday 
school, and the twelve stamps come with the 
books and are included in the price given. 
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you. What do ye for Him?” “Set a good 
example for your children.” “So wisely. 
Reap contentment.” At the bottom of 
each stamp is the phrase, “Go to 
Church.” 

There is another valuable purpose in 
this plan, too. Scholars prize their 
stamps and eagerly take them home to 
show their parents, thus presenting to 
adults and friends each week the impres- 
sive suggestion and strong appeal, “Go to 
Church.” 

We have further tésted the pulling 
power of this little stamp book plan on 
bringing in new members. In the latter 
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part of July we took the names of one 
hundred boys and girls who were not 
attending Sunday school anywhere. We 
deliberately chose the middle of the 
summer, which was the most unfavor- 
able time to test a campaign for new 
members. We sent government postal 
cards announcing the plan and followed 
it up with two other postal cards, each 
one week apart. We have already re- 
ceived a twenty-five per cent response, 
which is something like five times as 
great a response as that usually secured 
from commercial mailing. 


CLEVELAND. 








the most in this needy world ” 








Encouragement for Clothesline Christians 


“ That is, if you want to make your life count 


By Alverta N. Dundas 














HE was pleased when she read in the 

paper that a certain well-known min- 
ister was to speak that day in her home 
town. She had heard of his unique way 
and his humanness, and that morning she 
was blue, blue as indigo. She needed 
to hear some one who understood, some 
one who could make a common person 
feel worth while. 

Although she arrived early, she found 
the church well filled. As she waited 
for the opening of the meeting she said 
to herself: “I wonder why some people 
are so popular and how they accomplish 
so much? I am ambitious, and I have 
honestly tried — yet — what have I done 
that was uplifting?” 

After a brief introduction, the visiting 


pertant business one must be specially 
trained.” ; 

“I thought so,” she said to herself. 
“And how can I be trained? I have no 
money or time for such. I am rushed 
’most to death with common, everyday 
tasks — washing, sweeping, mending, and 
cooking.” 

“The special course to which I refer,” 
continued the speaker, “is often best 
taken at home or in one’s piace of busi- 
ness. In fact, it is similar to the process 


* of the weekly washing. You see, in our 


earlier days when my purse was flat I 
not only helped my wife with the wash- 
ing, but I hung up the clothes, and when 
she was ill, I ironed. As I have passed 
through a number of spiritual experi- 





me 








minister smilingly said: “I am glad to 
be here, for I have encouraging news 
for you — and you—and you. That is, 
it is encouraging if you are ambitious 
and want to make your life count for the 
most in-this needy world.” 

She wondered if the speaker were a 
mind reader. She felt uneasy, for he 
looked straight at her, so she thought. 

“Yes,” Mr. Y—— went on, “God’s plans 
for you — and you — are bigger and bet- 
ter than any you ever imagined for 
yourself. He wants you to become a 
partner in the advancement of his King- 
dom. Of course, to engage in such im- 
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ences I feel that I know that the steps 
in both are quite alike.” 

She looked around. Men and women 
all over the congregation were smiling. 
The listeners evidently had helped with 
the family wash, and they, too, had 
passed through, over, under, or around 
conditions that had had a spiritual or 
a non-spiritual effect. She knew there 
were many present who lacked health 
and wealth, who had passed through 
sorrow, been lonely, discouraged, misun- 
derstood, and disappointed. 

The minister declared the clothesline 
experience is the most difficult. It is 
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being shaken out by Mrs. Trouble 
Maker and her cousins, the Losses and 
the Crosses, and pinned up so that 
passers-by may see whether it is a pair 
of socks or an apron, the preacher or 
a Sunday school teacher, Mr. and Mrs. 
Fairweather, Mrs. Touchy, or Mr. Weak- 
knees; the Reliables, the Standtrues, or 
the Patience family. 

“Be encouraged,” Mr. Y—— admon- 
ished. “Such experience will prove ad- 
vantageous if allowed to become a part 
of your training. Be content to remain 
on that old clothesline until the work is 
done. God can mightily use Christians 
who stay cool in a hot place and sweet in 
a sour place and big in a crushing place. 
The world, the flesh, and the Devil have 
always been lavish with the amount of 
clotheslines they have furnished. Since 
the beginning the greatest saints as well 
as lesser ones have been held on the 
line by the pins of envy, spite, false 
accusations, and jealousies. Yet God has 
ever seen fit to transform the ropes upon 
which they were hung into one of the 
best advertising agencies of the cen- 
turies, for among the onlookers there 
have been prospective Pauls.” 

That night as she fully determined 
to take the “course” she made out the 
following outline: 


One’s preparation for Christian living 
and effective service is similar in process 
to that of the weekly washing, for “many 
shall be purified, and made white, and 
tried” (Dan. 12:10). 

1. Washing. “Purified.” 

not sufficient. 

2. Rinsing. In the water of life. 

3. Bluing. “Made white.” The cleansing 
of false conceptions, values, and atti- 
tudes. 

4. Starching. The forcing through. ex- 
periences that strengthen the backbone. 

5. Shaking out and hanging on the clothes- 
line. A scorching sun or a good freez- 
ing bleaches clothes. Often a roasting 
or a freezing removes the yellow or 
the off color from the Christian. 

6. Ironing. “Tried.” Held by circum- 
stances while hot pressure is applied. 
Ironing shows one table cloth has woven 
within the pattern of a prickly thistle, 
another the design of a violet. (The 
crushing of a flower brings forth the 
sweetest perfume.) 

7. Made fit for the Master’s use are those 
who go through the processes with un- 
derstanding, and without bitterness. 
Those who rebel, fret, and condemn be- 
come too blue, too stiff, torn, and 
burnt for effective service. 


Many years have passed since she 
asked the heavenly Father to fit her for 
partnership with him by making the 
worst into his best, and the tormenting 
into equipment. There have been times 
when she has rejoiced in his gracious 
washings. To her, his blood is vicarious 
and efficacious. Again and again she 


Important, but 





Two valuable pamphlets by Mrs. Dundas 
are: “God Answers Prayer,” describing five 
definite answers in story form (the booklets 
are 10 cents each, $1 a dozen); and “Johnny 
Which,” showing children, in a clever and 
interesting way, the value of tithing (5 cents 
each, 40 cents a dozen). Both booklets may 
be had from the Biola Book Room, 560 S. 
Hope St.; or the Women’s Home Missionary 
Society, 125 Marchessault St.; or the author, 
301 N. Avenue 66 — all in Los Angeles. 

The outline given in this article may be 
had from Dr. Sunshine, 222 N. Avenue 65, 
Los Angeles. Dr. Sunshine’s leaflets are sent 
out free, but the work is supported by free- 
will offerings. 
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has be<i rinsed in his precious Word. 
The water of life has clarified, revivified, 
and energized. She has been blued, 
often too blue, for this old world fur- 
nishes plenty of bluing, and the circum~+ 
stances through which she has passed 
have not always sufficiently stiffened her 
backbone. She has never enjoyed the 
shaking-outs, and she fears that more 
than once she has been blown off the 
clothesline by the winds of adversity be- 
fore the bleaching was completed. She 
also feels certain that she has demon- 
strated te those who knew her best that 
woven within was a prickly thistle 
rather than a perfume-laden violet. She 
recalls many days when wrinkles were 
ironed 2% instead of out, or when she 
refused to be ironed and had to be kept 
in the background and from honoring 
her Lord. 

“Now she knows that all of God’s colleges 
are not surrounded by expensive brick 
walls and a lovely campus, but some of his 
most valuable classes are held in the 
kitchen, in the sick room, in the office, 
on the street, down poverty’s alley, and 
in the valleys of disappointment. Yet 
as she looks back over the years of 
service, and as she thinks of those won 
to Christ, and of the many definite an- 
swers to prayer, she is encouraged, for 
she also knows that her heavenly Father, 
by his wonderful grace and power, has 
used her clothesline experiences in mak- 
ing her,— in a small degree, at least, — 
“fit for the Master’s use.” 

Los ANGELEs, CALIF. 


The Fruits of Early Training 


By Katherine Polk 


CHRISTIAN woman said to me, 

after seventeen years’ experience in 
school teaching, “There are two funda- 
mental secrets of success with children:, 
obedience from the child, kindness from 
the directing adult.” These Scriptures 
back up her secrets of success: “Chil- 
dren, obey your parents in the Lord: 
for this is right” (Eph. 6:1); “And, ye 
fathers, provoke not your children to 
wrath” (Eph. 6:4). 

A mother whom I know illustrates in 
her own family the concluding clause 
of Ephesians 6:4. She and her husband, 
staunch Scotch Covenanters, have 
brought up their five children “in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord.” 
The five are a credit to their parents, 
to our locai church, even to our Mid- 
western state, as they have gone out 
into the world. The oldest is now forty; 
the youngest twenty-five. Not one of the 
five has a record of any youthful dissi- 
pations. 

This mother said to me, “I think the 
secret of success with children is to start 
very early. Correct them while they 
are still babies, and they will forget the 
punishments received and will retain the 
habit of opedience acquired. They will 
not have to be punished in adolescence.” 
Of course she referred only to Christian 
training of born-again children. 

An evangelist I know told me that a 
man in a certain town was under deep 
conviction but would not yield. He 
balked at going on into the Christian 


October 1, 1938 


experience, saying: “I know I should 


become a Christian, but I can’t do it— . 


can’t follow the schedule. I never was 
controlled when I was small, and I just 
have to have my own way now.” There 
is a flaw in his argument, for God gives 
grace to us to yield, and this man will 
find at last that only destruction and 
wrath await the chronic objectionist (1 
Thess. 5:3). Yet the idea he suggests 
could well be taken as a warning by 
neglectful parents. 

The parents’ duty is to train children, 
in kindness, as God trains us; the chil- 
dren’s is to obey their parents as we are 
to obey God (1 Pet. 1:14). 

Wooster, O8IO. , 


The Christian's Place of Repair 
(An editorial from the second page) 


retaliation. He kept sweet, he grew in 
grace, and he lived to become a mighty 
force for evangelical truth-in that very 
parish and in the whole Church of Eng- 
land. And all this despite the fact that 
he was naturally of an irate temper. 

How did he win such a victory? Bishop 
Moule, his biographer, tells us in these 
significant words, “‘Before honour is 
humility,’ and Simeon had been ‘growing 
downwards’ year by year under the stern 
discipline of difficulty met in the right 
way, the way of close and adoring com- 
munion with God.” 

Once Mr. Simeon was depressed and 
wounded in soul over his prolonged 
trial, and he went for a walk, taking his 
New Testament and asking God to give” 
him some word suited to his troubled 
state. He then opened the book to have 
his eye fall on the words, “They found 
a man of Cyrene, Simon by name: him 
they compelled to bear his cross.” Simon, 
of course, is the same name as Simeon. 
Here was the word he had sought. “What 
a word of instruction was here,” he aft- 
erward wrote. “To have the cross laid 
on me that I might bear it after Jesus, 
what a privilege! It was enough. Now 
I could leap and sing with joy as one 
whom Jesus was honoring with partici- 
pation in his sufferings.” His Lord had 
become a place of repair to him. 

Nor. is this a secret for ministers only, 
but for busy laymen and toilworn house- 
wives “by thronging duties pressed.” 
When Earl Cairns was Lord Chancellor, 
his wife was once asked, “Can you tell 
me how it is that no matter what busi- 
ness is on, no matter how he may be 
pressed, your husband always comes 
down to the House of Lords so quietly, 
and so full of vigor and of power?” “Oh, 
yes,” Lady Cairns replied, “I can tell 
you; he always spends a time alone with 
his God before he goes into the House.” 

And no matter what our burden, or 
thorn in the flesh may be, this spiritual 
secret will avail for us, if we will but 
use it. And as we go to our “Place of 
Repair,” with the prayer, 

Drop Thy still dews of quietness 

Till all our strivings cease: 
Take from our souls the strain and stress, 
And let our ordered lives confess 
The beauty of Thy peace, 
we shall find an answer that will glorify 
God, enrich our souls, and make us a 
blessing to our fellows. 
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LESSON 3. OCTOBER 16. REVERENCE FOR GOD 
International Uniform Lesson.— Exodus 20:7; Matthew 5: 33-37; 12:33-37 
Golden Text.—Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.— Matt. 6: 9b 

















Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Exod. 20:7 Thou shalt not take the name of the Lorp thy God 
in vain; for the Lorp will not hold him guiltless that taketh his 
name in vain. 

Matt. 5:33 Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by 
them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt 
perform unto the Lord thine oaths: 

34 But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; 
for it is God’s throne: 

35 Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: 
salem; for it is the city of the great King. 

36 Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst 
not make one hair white or black. 

37 But let your communication be, Yea, yea; 
whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil. 

12:33 Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else 
make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is 
known by his fruit. 

34 O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good 
things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. 

35 A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth 


neither by Jeru- 


Nay, nay: for 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Exod. 20:7 Thou shalt not take the name of Jehovah thy God 
1in vain; for Jehovah will not hold him guiltless that taketh his 
name ‘in vain. 


Matt. 5:33 Again, yé have heard that it was said to them of 
old time, ?Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform 
unto the Lord thine oaths: 34 but I say unto you, Swear not at 
all; neither by the heaven, for it is the throne of God; 35 nor by 
the earth, for it is the footstool of his feet; nor *by Jerusalem, 
for it is the city of the great King. 36 Neither shalt thou swear 
by thy head, for thou canst not make one hair white or black. 
37 *But let your speech be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: and whatsoever 
is more than these is of *the evil one. 


12:33 Either make the tree good, and its fruit good; or ‘tenth 
the tree corrupt, and its fruit corrupt: for the tree is known 
by its fruit. 34 Ye offspring of vipers, how can ye, being evil, 
speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaketh. 35 The good man out of his good treasure 
bringeth forth good things: and the evil man out of his evil 
treasure bringeth forth evil things. 36 And I say unto you, that 
every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account 
thereof in the day of judgment. 37 For by thy words thou shalt 
be condemned. 





forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bring- 


eth forth evil things. 


36 But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall 
speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. 
37 For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words 


thou shalt be condemned. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 

OD has said he “will be sanctified 
G in them that come nigh” him (Lev. 

10:3). “Holy and reverend is his 
name” (Psa. 111:9). As we approach 
him we should do so in reverence and 
godly fear (Heb. 12:28). The name of 
God tells of what and who he is. It 
speaks of the divine character. Be- 
lievers take his name upon them when 
they are identified with him by pro- 


‘fession of their faith in him. The care- 


less use of divine names and titles *be- 
trays a grossly irreverent state of mind 
and is itself a grave sin against him who 
is Creator of all men and Father of all 
who believe. We are called to “walk 
worthy of God” (1 Thess. 2:12) because 
he is our Father and we are his chil- 
dren. Irreverence on the part of those 
who profess this high and holy calling 
is most deplorable, and is, in effect, to 
take the name of the Lord our God in 
vain, In both Testaments we are taught 
to use becoming language and to behave 
in a proper manner as those who are 
linked by faith to “the high and lofty 
One that inhabiteth eternity” (Isa. 57: 
15). 


The Historical Setting 


As indicated in previous lessons, some 
fifteen hundred years elapsed between 
the giving of the law through Moses at 
Sinai and the proclamation of the higher 
law of the Kingdom of Heaven on the 
Mount of Beatitudes by our Lord Jesus 
Christ. In his sublime discourse he mag- 
nified the law and made it honorable, 


10Or, for vanity (or, falsehood). 
Deut. 23:21. *Or, 
But your speech shall be. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 


toward. 


2Lev. 19:12; Num. 30:2; 
Some ancient authorities read, 
5 Or, evil. 


national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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and thereby he searches the consciences 
of men to their very depths. 


Verse by Verse 


Exod. 20:7.—“Thou shalt not take the 
name of the Lord thy God in vain.” 
Israel had avouched themselves as the 
people of Jehovah. They had thus taken 
his name. This made them responsible 
to behave in a manner worthy of that 
name. The Third Commandment is not 
merely a condemnation of swearing, or 
profanity of the lip. It also rebukes 
profanity of the life. The man is verily 
guilty who uses the name of God lightly 
or who disgraces that name by careless, 
corrupt behavior. 


Matt. 5:33.—“Thou shalt not forswear 
thyself.” The law condemned every 
false oath (Lev. 19:12). By invoking 
the holy name one bound his soul to a 
faithful performance of his pledge and 
was responsible to fulfill every vow 
(Eccles. 5: 4-6). 


Verse 34.—“Swear not at all.” Our 
Lord goes beyond the law of Moses by 
forbidding all oaths, because of man’s 
liability to fail and the irreverence con- 
nected with them. To swear by Heaven 
(as people do so recklessly) is to swear 
by the eternal throne of God. 


Verse 35.—‘Nor by the earth,” for God 
has created the world and made it his 
footstool. “Neither by Jerusalem,” be- 
cause Jehovah chose this city as the 
place of his earthly throne. 

Verse 36.—“‘Neither ... by thy head.” 
A very common form of adjuration 
among Orientals, but this, too, is irrever- 
ent, for it ignores him who is Head of 
every man, and fails to recognize hu- 
man limitations. 


Verse 37.—‘Yea, yea; Nay, nay.” A 


plain, simple declaration, affirmation, or 
denial, with no unnecessary expletives, 
is becoming in one who professes to be 
a follower of Christ. Strong assevera- 
tions generally imply insincerity and 
conscious weakness. The profane man 
is a crude blusterer. 


Chap. 12:33—“The tree is known by 
his fruit.” Men are often likened to 
trees and other plants in Scripture (Matt. 
3:10; 15:13). Wicked men _ produce 
wicked words and actions. Righteous 
men produce good words and ways. 


Verse 34.—“Out of the abundance of 
the heart.” Solomon tells us that as one 
thinketh in his heart so is he (Prov. 23: 
7). If the heart is right with God the 
man is right, and vice versa. By nature 
all our hearts are deceitful and wicked 
(Jer. 17:9). Therefore the grave need 
of the new birth (John 3:3). 


Verse 35.—“Treasure of the heart.” 
The good man has treasured up in his 
heart God’s truth and all things that are 
in harmony with it. The evil man has 
a hoard of unholy things in his heart, 
always waiting to be manifested (Matt. 
15: 18, 19). 


Verse 36.—‘Every idle word.” This 
verse gives us some idea of the minute 
character of the investigation that men 
will have to face in the day of judgment, 
when every careless expression will be 
brought to light, along with the graver 
sins. For the unsaved this will be at 
the Great White Throne (Rev. 20:11-13). 
For the believer it will be at the Judg- 
ment Seat of Christ, when rewards will 
be according to works (2 Cor. 5:10). 


Verse 37.—“By thy words,” because 
our words reveal the state of our hearts. 
The lips of the wicked make plain. his 
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true inward condition. The lips of the 
righteous reveal the integrity of his soul. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Profanity is an abhorrent vice of which 
all decent people are ashamed, hence 
very few men are low enough to curse 
and swear in the presence of ladies or 
of persons of superior position and cul- 
ture. Oaths and blasphemies betray the 
heart of a fool, and should cause the 
one who uses such vulgarities to blush 
for shame. But it is possible to profane 
the name of the Lord even though foul 
language is never used. To profess to 
love God and yet to dishonor him by 
a godless and worldly life is to take that 
holy name in vain just as much as to 
be guilty of the irreverent use of holy 
expressions. In all our ways we are 
called upon to sanctify the Lord and 
thus to honor his Holy Name. 


Lesson Outlines 
WALK WORTHY 


Worthy of our vocation as a member 
of the body of Christ (Eph. 4:1) 

Worthy of the Lord as those who have 
been bought by his blood (Col. 1:10) 

Worthy of God as his regenerated chil- 
dren (1 Thess. 2:12) 


BECOMING REVERENCE 

God to be had in reverence of all his 
saints (Psa. 89:7) 

Serve him with reverence (Heb. 12:28) 

Bear testimony in reverence (1 Pet. 3: 
15) 

Reverence for the house of God (Lev. 
19:30) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The prohibition against swearing has 
to do with ordinary conversation. Our 
Lord himself, when put on oath by 
Pilate, accepted the adjuration and bore 
witness accordingly. But there is no 
place for swearing or the use of oaths 
of any kind in the language of daily life. 


Youths often seem to regard profanity 
as an accomplishment of which to be 
proud. On the contrary, it is always a 
sign of weakness, and betrays a corrupt 
and wicked heart. No one admires a 
swearer. But all right thinking people 
recognize the nobility of character that 
enables one to keep his lips clean and 
whose speech is wholesome and refined. 
Our Lord distinctly forbids the use of 
such expletives as “Heavens,” “Jerusa- 
lem,” and other terms. These do not 
add to the strength of one’s language, 
but rather weaken it, and are utterly 
unbecoming in the lips of a believer on 
Christ. No such expressions were ever 
used by him, and he left us an example 
that we should follow his steps (1 Pet. 
2:21). 


Practical and Personal Applications 

A loose tongue betokens an irreverent 
spirit. Are we careful of our words as 
well as of our ways? 

What about the frequent use of by- 
words which, while not actually profane, 
are yet evidences of a heart out of touch 
with the Lord? 

If one really loves God, how can he 
use language that is irreverent and de- 
grading? 

Have we been endeavoring to make the 
bad tree produce good fruit, or are we 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Lesson Calendar 


The corm>lete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
3. October 16.—Reverence for God. , 
Exodus 20:7; Matthew 5:33-37; 12:33-37 
4. October 23.—Our Day of Rest. Exodus 
20:8-11; Isaiah 58:13, 14; Luke 13:10- 
17; Galatians 4:8-11; Colossians 2: 
16; Revelation 1:10 
5. October 30.—Personal Rights and 
Where They End (International Tem- 
perance Sunday) ..:....Ecclesiastes 
2:1-3, 10, 11; Romans 6:17-23; 14:21 
6. November 6.—Honoring Our Parents. 
Exodus 20:12; Luke 2:46-52; John 
19:26, 27; Ephesians 6:1-4 
7. November 13.—The Sacredness of Hu- 
MAAN. TAGS. oc icc vewsens Exodus 20:13 
Matthew 5:21-26, 38-42 
8. November 20.—The Sacredness of the 
Home. Exodus 20:14; Matthew 5:27- 
30; Mark 10:2-16; Ephesians 5:22-33 
9. November 27.—Honesty in All Things. 
Exodus 20:15; Matthew 19:16-22; 
Luke 19:1-10, 45, 46; 20:9-16 
10. December 4—The Sin of Lying. 
Exodus 20:16; 2 Kings 5:20-27; Prov- 
erbs 6:16-19; Matthew 15:19, 20; 
John  8:42-47; Ephesians 4:25; 
Revelation 22:14, 15 
11. December 11.—The Sin of Covetous- 
ness. Exodus 20:17; Luke 12:13-21; 
1 Timothy 6:6-16 








really born again and so made good by 
divine grace? 

Have we given up trying to change 
the old corrupt Adamic nature into one 
that is divine, and through faith received 
the new life, as begotten of God? 


Idle words may not necessarily be 


-what we would think of as wicked or 


scandalous expressions. They are need- 
less and frivolous utterances that indi- 
cate irreverence and _ thoughtlessness. 
Are we careful to guard against them? 

If unable to check ourselves, have we 
besought the Lord to take control and 
to guard our tongues that we do not 
transgress in speech? 

You would not attempt to pass coun- 
terfeit money, would you? Have you 
thought of the wrong involved in using 
debased language, ignoring the real 
value of sound speech? 

If still unsaved, and guilty of the 
grave sin of swearing, will you not come 
to the holy Saviour and trust him to 
give you a clean heart, that from it may 
flow clean language? 

When we gather with the people of 
God in the house set apart for his serv- 
ice, do we behave reverentiy as becomes 
those who recognize his presence by the 
Holy Spirit? 

Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

If it were generally recognized that 
it is the moral weakling who takes God’s 
name in vain, there would be fewer 
swearers among us. ‘ 

Remember, men do not become sinners 
because they sin, but they sin because 
they are sinners. 

The ungodly are called a “generation 
of vipers” because they have been poi- 
soned in their very nature by the fangs 
of that old serpent, the Devil. 

Irreverence is painfully apparent in 
many churches, meetinghouses, and Sun- 
day schools today, because people forget 
in whose presence they are gathered. 

Swearing, or profanity, is as bad a 


October 1, 1938 


habit as the use of liquor or other sins, 
but the power of God can give complete 
deliverance from it. 


As well expect to gather figs from 
thistles or apples from a pine tree, as to 
produce holiness from a heart that has 
never been regenerated by the Word 
and Spirit of God. 


The corrupt tree is the unsaved man, 


whose very nature is depraved through 
the fall; therefore he sins as readily as 


_ the deadly upas tree produces poison. 


The good tree is the regenerated man, 
whose new nature delights in pleasing 
God, and so he produces the peaceable 
fruits of righteousness. 


Our Lord did not set aside the law of 
Moses until all was fulfilled, but he in- 
tensified and magnified it by teaching 
a higher type of holiness than the law 
set forth. 


If we accept the lordship of Christ, 
then he is Lord of our lips as well as 
of our lives, and we should be careful 
to avoid any kind of language that 
would even seem irreverent or careless. 

CHICAGO. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
ITH what sin does the Third Command- 
ment deal? 

2. In what two ways might one take the 
name of the Lord in vain? 

3. What did the law command as to oaths? 

4. What did our Lord command as to 
these? 

5. How far does the prohibition against 
the use of expletives extend? 

6. What kind of speech is becoming for a 

Christian? , 

7. How does the Lord picture the unre- 
generate and those who are born again? 

8. What is meant by the good and evil 
treasures of the heart? ‘ 

9. How far-reaching is the investigation at 
the day of judgment? 


10. Why does the‘ Lord Jesus Christ attach 
so much importance to our words? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 698 of this issue. 


b 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
may thy loving Fatherhood not take away 
our deep reverence for thee whose name is 
above every name. We thank thee that the 
Almighty God is also our loving heavenly 
Father. Thy might is shown forth in thy 
love in ways that we can understand with 
our human limitations. May we not use thy 
name lightly or carelessly, but remember that 
thou art our God in creative power and in 
majesty of dominion. Holy is thy name and 
thy praise is glorious! We draw near. to 
thee in humility, and yet in the confidence 
of faith through our blessed Lord Jesus by 
whom we have access unto thee, and in his 
name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—In the church build- 
ing where the architecture and the beau- 
tiful windows all contributed to the 
spirit of an anniversary occasion a great 
congregation had gathered. Around the 
auditorium there were shields which 
bore the name of leaders distinguished 
in the history of the church. In the 
midst of these ‘names sat the great audi- 
ence. Facing that congregation was the 
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pulpit, and behind it the splendid organ. 
Over the organ was a Gothic arch bear- 
ing in stone carving these words, “I am 
the true vine, ye are the branches.” In 
the center of the arch, high above all 
the other memorials, was a shield bear- 
ing a solitary name in Hebrew, — Jeho- 
vah. That name was above every name. 
Perhaps few in the congregation could 
read it in the Hebrew, but one of the 
speakers knew the lettering, and he 
called the attention of all to that name 
and its significance far above all the 
other names. I wonder if we think often 
enough of the majesty of our heavenly 
Father? Do we honor him in our think- 
ing day by day? Do we pray what is 
called the Lord’s Prayer with under- 
standing when we say, “Hallowed be thy 
name”? Let us sit here in silence for 
a moment thinking of him, and the pas- 
tor will lead us in prayer. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Cussin’.”,—The Lord will not hold 
him guiltless that taketh his name in 
vain (Exod. 20:7). Lying may gain a 
temporary advantage and profit. Liquor 
may produce an exhilaration and forget- 
fulness of troubles. Dope may relieve 
pain, and paint beautiful day dreams. 

But will some one rise up and tell 
what is the advantage of profanity? I 
profess I do not know. Did “cussin’” 
ever make a customer? I know cases 
where it has lost customers. So do you. 
Cursing and swearing is the most sense- 
less of all bad habits. It gets nothing in 
this world, and certainly nothing in the 
next (Matt. 5:34-36; Jas. 5:12). 

Some years ago the opening article in 
a popular magazine was well decorated 
with swear words. I wrote the editor 
and called his attention to the fact that 
the concerns which carried full page 
ads in his magazine were to my personal 
knowledge high grade Christian men. I 
had sold my machinery to some of 
them. 

These men, his customers, could well 
be offended by having him walk intu 
their offices, as it were, with profanity 
on his lips. The editorial direction that 
would tolerate such stuff ran the maga- 
zine into the ground, and it went after 
a season of prosperity into bankruptcy. 


When you read Mark Twain’s master-’° 


piece, “Tom Sawyer,” you will not find 
a “bad word” in it, in spite of the fact 
Huck Finn was that kind of a ragamuf- 
fin. In his manuscript Mark had put 
some “cuss words” into Huck’s mouth. 
Mr. William Dean Howells, to whom 
Mark submitted his story, cut them all 
out. 

“They will never be missed,” said 
Howells, “and loving aunties and others 
will not be turned away from the book.” 
“Tom Sawyer” remains to this day, in 
English and foreign languages, grand- 
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mother’s, mother’s, and auntie’s present 
to her darling Billy boy! And a great 
money-maker for the Clemens family. 

There is a story by a well-known 
authoress that is full of profanity, often 
when it does not fit. I asked a man 
close to the authoress, “Why the 
cussin’?” 

“Oh, the poor thing has the idea that 
swearing is a sign of manly vigor, so 
she lets her hero go at it for all she 
knows !” 

“Well,” I replied, “the story is a flop.” 

A Christian gentleman or lady does 
not use bad language. 


Conversation and Oratory.—Let your 
communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay 
(Matt. 5:37). When I was a youngster 
in Midway the “Plain Friends”. who 
made their “quarterly meeting” visits 
to our home used to solemnly correct 
us children when we would say, “Yes, 
sir,” or “No, sir.” I expect this was 
their Scripture for the admonition. 

Instead of saying “Mr. Editor,” I 
should as a young Quaker say “Friend 
Editor” or “Friend Charles.” Call no 
man master. “For one is your Master, 
even Christ” (Matt. 23:8). 

This admonition of our Lord is well 
worth taking seriously to heart by those 
who bear his name. We all talk too 
verbosely, even sometimes when we talk 
to God in prayer. It is the short prayer 
that seems to bring the answers (Luke 
18:13; Matt. 14:30; Luke 23:42). 

Some years ago one of the ablest polit- 
ical leaders of Pennsylvania telegraphed 
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to General Beaver, the candidate for 
Governor, “Dear Beaver, don’t talk” — 
signed, Quay ! 

Here is a story I like a lot. Itisa 
satire upon those who forget this injunc- 
tion of the Sermon on the Mount, and 
pile words on words just for sound and 
not for sense. 

One colored: man meets. another. 
“Hello, Pete, how you a gittin’ erlong? 
Got er job?” 

“Jasper, I got somethin’ bettern a job. 
I got a perfession. Ise an orator.” 

“Sure enough, Pete? But wot’s 
orator?” 

“Well, Jasper, I’ll tell you. Now, ef’n 
I walks up to you all and sez, ‘Wot’s 
two and two make?’ An’ you all says, 
‘Foh,’ that’s conversation. 

“But. ef’n you all walks up to me and 
sez, ‘Peter, wot’s two an’ two make,’ and 
I done says, ‘When in de cose ob human 
events it becomes necessary to take de 
numeral ob de second denomination and 
add de figger two, I sez unto you, an’ I 
sez it without fear of successful confra- 
diction, de result am invariably foh’ — 
Jasper, dat’s oratory !” 

At Gettysburg Abraham Lincoln said, 
“two and two make four.” Lincoln’s 
three minute “conversation” lives on. 
Edward Everett’s great hour and a half 
oratory was long ago forgotten. The 
Lord Jesus himself was a “conversation- 
alist”! His Sermon on the Mount was 
a talk with his friends. 

The next time you hear some soap-box 
near-atheist with a gift of gab, in erup- 
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tion, you will probably be reminded of 
Peter, the colored orator ! 


The “Give-Away !”—How can ye, be- 
ing evil, speak good things? (12:34.) 
John Ruskin, the famous author of 
“Modern Painters” (and other master- 
pieces), says, “A bad man cannot paint 
a good picture.” That is to say, what a 
man really is, in the soul of him, gets 
into anything he may do continuously. 
Despité all effort some of himself gets 
into his work (Jas. 3:11-13). 

Mr. Leffert, the art editor of the Liter- 
ary Digest, told me of a fine Japanese 
artist who came to New York expecting 
to get commissions for portraits from 
the leading New York families. While 
his technique was superb he was a fail- 
ure and went home disappointed and 
broken-hearted. Every portrait he 
painted had a Japanese look, and it was 
refused by the customer. He could not 
keep some of himself out of line and 
color. 

The old religious pictures are price- 
less masterpieces because when they 
were made art and religion went hand 
in hand. These old masters with all 
their faults, as judged by modern stand- 
ards, were most reverent and devout. 

These painters sincerely believed: the 
Scriptures, and their characters have lots 
of the faith of the artist locked up in 
them. That is to say, these men felt 
they were performing a religious rite as 
they plied brush and color to bring out 
the beautiful forms they nourished in 
their hearts. 

This goes for the wonderful creation 
of the great churches which architects, 
moved by the same reverent spirit, pro- 
vided for the great pictures. Raphael 
and Michelangelo, for example. 

The man “being evil” cannot mask 
himself for long. If he will express 
himself with tongue or pen he sooner 
or later unveils his real self to the world, 
and his friends and neighbors. 

What the writer really is pops out un- 
expectedly between his lines, while the 
speaker in an unguarded moment lets 
leap from his lips the expressions 
that reveal what is down inside of 
him! 

In other words, my boy, don’t let the 
Devil fool you when he tempts you to 
“being evil” by saying, “No one will 
ever know.” He will not likely “give 
you away.” You will do it yourself, 
and will do it unconsciously (Prov. 23: 
7). 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 


we 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 696) 
. The sin of profanity. 
. By word and by life. 
- That no false oath was to be permitted. 
. That we “swear not at all.” 


. He forbids any idle expressions as well 
as positive profanity. 


6. “Sound speech, that cannot be con- 
demned” (Titus 2:8) 


7. As bad trees that produce evil fruit, 
and good trees that produce good fruit. 


8. The things that are stored up within 
one’s soul. 


9. It extends even to “every idle word.” 


10. Because the words tell out the state 
of the heart. 


Op WN 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one. dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leafiet oxaes 
the conditions of this department. The full lis 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in — Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by_ the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson fist after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

A Lesson frém the Japanese —Thou 
shalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
God in vain; for the Lord will not hold 
him guiltless that taketh his name in 
vain (Exod. 20:7). The Japanese lan- 
guage is the only one in the world in 
which there is not a single word that 
can be called profane. This is a matter 
in which the Nipponese take great pride. 
Although thousands of expressions and 
phrases nave been “imported” from other 
languages, the native tongue remains 
clean and wholesome. If a Japanese 
picks up a questionable word and uses 
it, he feels thoroughly humiliated if he 
learns there is the least suspicion of pro- 
fanity in it, and straightway he goes to 
his room and makes peace with the gods. 
To be profane is the worst thing that any 
man, over there, can do. He realizes it 
and knows that if he indulges in pro- 
fanity picked up from foreigners, he 
will be ostracized not only by his friends 
and neighbors, but by his family as well. 
—From Christian Union Herald. Sent 
by Mrs. W. J. Garver, Washington, Pa. 


Which Father?—Either make the tree 
good, and his fruit good; or.else make 
the tree corrupt: for the tree is known 
by his fruit (Matt. 12:33). A man said 
to a Bible teacher: “I have such an 
awful temper, but I sort of excuse my- 
self because I got it from my father. He 
had an awful temper, and I am just like 
him.” The teacher said, “Well, were you 
born again?” “Yes.” “Were you born 
of God?” “Yes.” “Is God your Father?” 
“Yes.” “What kind of temper did you 
get when you were born again?” God’s 
purpose for us is to be like his Son. 
Anything less than that, in a Christian, 
God will never approve—From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Mrs. W. J. Garver, 
Washington, Pa. Prize illustration. 


God Requires Fruit.—For the tree is 
known by hic fruit (v. 33). A vine 
would never be so stupid as to examine 
itself thus, but suppose it should, and 
should call out, “Roots, do you enjoy be- 
ing down there in the soil?” “Yes, we 


enjoy being here in the soil.” “Stem, 
do you like to be out there in the sum- 
mer?” “Yes, I like to be out here in 


summer.” “Leaves, are you fond of wav- 
ing in the sun and air?” “Yes, we are 
fond of the sun and air.” And, satisfied, 
it says, “I am an excellent vine.” The 
gardener, standing near#¥claims: “The 
useless thing! I paid ten dollars for the 
cutting, and I have pruned and cultivated 
it, and for years looked for the black 
Hamburg grapes it was to bear, but it 
has yielded only leaves.” He does not 
care that tne roots love the soil, and 
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the stem the summer. It makes no dif- 
ference to him though every leaf spread 
itself broad as Sahara in its barrenness. 
It is fruit that he wants !—From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Mrs. F. B. Southard, 
Portland, Oreg. 


A Modern Picture.—An evil man out 
of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil 
things (v. 35). I ran across a genuine 
bit of wit, wrapped up in the homely 
brown paper of a comic page. It was 
the tale of an uncultured ruralist gazing 
at a very modern painting. “You see,” 
his friend explains, “the painting depicts 
not the mere things the artist saw, but 
his state of mind.” And the ignorant 
farmer retorts, “If I had a mind that 
looked like that I’d never expose it !”— 
From The Presbyterian. Sent by Emily 
McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Drilling Doesn’t Require Swearing.— 
Our Father which art in heaven, Hal- 
lowed be thy name (Golden Text). A 
youth of twenty-three years was speak- 
ing before a group of fellow seamen in 
the navy at Great Lakes Naval Training 
Station. He had been in charge of a 
petty officers’ school, and in the presence 
of his pupils freely gave this testimony: 
“When I entered the navy, I thought I 
had to swear; but I found that the men 
who swore most got less work from their 
men than those who didn’t swear. I 
quit it. I'll guarantee to produce better 
results on the drill-field with a bunch 
of apprentice seamen in six weeks with- 
out swearing than any commander caa 
in six months with swearing.” The 
speaker within a week was promoted to 
be a battalion commander in charge of 
half a regiment, a recognition of ability 
almost unprecedented at the station. A 
year previous he knew nothing of army 
or navy life. But he had had Christian 
parents. — From Christian Endeavor 
World. Sent by Mrs. S. Otis Roe, Lynn, 
Mass. 


Why Lead an Orphaned Life?—Our 
Father which art in heaven (Golden 
Text). “There is one thing more piti- 
able, almost worse than even cold, black 
atheism,” once wrote Mark Guy Pear- 
son, “It is to kneel down and say, ‘Our 
Father,’ and then go out and lead an or- 
phaned life; to stand and repeat Sabbath 
after Sabbath the familiar words, ‘I be- 
lieve in God the Father almighty,’ and 
then go fretting and fearing, saying with 
a thousand tongues in a thousand ways, 
‘I believe in the love of God, but it is 
only in Heaven; I believe in the power 
of God, but it stops short at the stars.’ 
Thank God, all Christ’s teachings are 
written in the present tense, and might 
be dated the very day and month and 
year in which we read them !”—From a 


‘clipping. Sent by Mrs. M. B. Taylor, 


Toronto, Can. 


Why They Wantef the Name.—Hal- 
lowed be thy name (Golden Text). A 
medical missionary in India spent one day 
in a distant village ministering to the 
sick and telling them of the God of 
Heaven who once came down to earth 
and cured diseases himself. There were 
so many who wanted her pills that they 
did not think seriously of her God until 
after she left. Then they could not re- 
member his name, though when she told 
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it to them they thought they had never 
heard a lovelier name. They sent an old 
woman to learn his name. At the end 
of her long pilgrimage, the old woman 
told the missionary that many whom she 
had cured had thrown away their idols 
and worshiped only the God of whom 
she had told them, but alas, they had 
forgotten his name. “Jesus Christ,” said 
the missionary. “Oh, yes— Jesus Christ 
— Jesus Christ — yes, that was it!” That 
night they heard the old woman murmur- 
ing in her sleep, “Jesus Christ — Jesus 
Christ —I must write it on my heart — 
I must not forget — we have all been so 
hungry for that name.”—From “Friday’s 
Footprints,” by Margaret Applegarth. 
Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Newport, Ky. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Profanity. 

Discussion: What do you think about 
the substitutes for profanity ejaculated by 
people who would like to swear but do 
not dare to? What do you think of the 
terms, “Gosh,” and “Gee,” and “‘Cripes’’? 

Objective: Holding God’s name in rev- 
erence. 











AY, fellows, Sam Jones, a great evan- 

gelist of former years, used to say 
that the Devil threw out one hook with- 
out any bait on it: that was the hook 
of profanity. The “poor fish” who bite 
and get caught on that hook are indeed 
in desperate straits for some sort of sat- 
isfaction, and do seek violent and desper- 
ate measures to secure it. 

Of what possible use can profanity 
be? It does not make speech more con- 
vincing. It certainly does not beautify 
it. The one who uses it advertises him- 
self as poverty-stricken in speech. Every 
profane oath uttered puts a deep foul 
spot on the soul of the utterer. One 
would not for an instant consider drink- 
ing from a puddle a hog was wallowing 
in; he has too much respect for his 
stomach, if not for his health. But it is 
a far more shocking thing in taste and 
in its consequences to mix profanity 
with one’s language, just from human 
reasoning and from the standpoint of 
decency. More serious still is the fact 
that God has forbidden it. “Thou shalt 
not take the name of the Lord thy God 
in- vain.” That is the Third Command- 
ment. 

The name of the Lord is above every 
name. It is holy. It should never be 
uttered except in deepest reverence. The 
Israelites of old rarely uttered it at all 
—some, never—it was regarded as so 
utterly sacred and unspeakable. That 
reverence has come down through the 
ages as attaching to royalty. One does 
not address the king by name, but it is 
always, with a reverential attitude or 
bow, “Your Majesty.” Or, if in the third 
person, “His Majesty the King.” You 
would not bandy the name of your 
mother about in public. You would not 
call her given name in speaking to 
strangers, or even to familiars; but you 
say in tones of respect, “My mother.” 
Surely almighty God is entitled to as 
much as that and more. The name of 
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Jesus Christ “is above every name,” 
“wherefore God hath highly exalted him 

. that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of things in heaven, 


and things in earth, and things under - 


the earth” (Phil. 2:9, 10). Yet I know 
some people who stand high in the ranks 
of the Lord’s army who take his name 
on their tongues very flippantly —cer- 
tainly not reverently. I know an elder 
who does not hesitate to ejaculate 
“Lordy !” if something surprises him. He 
would not like to have you charge him 
with profanity; but if it is not that, what 
is it? Is it not taking the name of the 
Lord in vain? -Is it not even making 
a ridiculous byword of it? Fellows, that 
name is too precious, too priceless, too 
sacred, too holy, ever to take it upon 
your tongue except in utmost reverence. 

Nor should we listen to profanity as 
though it didn’t matter. We do not have 
to; we can either move away or make 
a protest. When one laughs at a joke 
that carries the Lord’s name in it to 
make it impressive or funny, he is tacitly 
endorsing the profanity. It requires real 
loyalty to keep a sober and thoughtful 
countenance when everybody else is 
splitting their sides with laughter. One 
seems to be branding himself as a 
“prude” or a kill-joy if he does not join 
in with the merriment; and that is not 
pleasant. It hurts one’s pride. But 
think of what the Lord’s name has suf- 
fered and how it has been cheapened; 
then you will forget yourself. 

Here is one thing that has impressed 
me: people who are guilty of profanity 
through thoughtlessness or carelessness 
—knowing better—will always be 
thrown on the defensive, or apologize 
when their attention is tactfully called 
to it. Two summers ago Mrs. Smith and 
I were spinning along Route 25 on Long 
Island, en route to Stony Brook. Traffic 
was very heavy, and I was watching 
the white lines and the traffic lights with 
particular care. The lights were at the 
side of the highway for quite a long dis- 
tance, but as we reached a point about 
opposite Huntington they were shifted to 
the center, suspended high above the 
road. I was not prepared for this, and 
before I knew it I was crossing an inter- 
section right under a red light. I saw 
the light too late to stop before I had 
crossed. It had evidently changed as I 
reached the intersection, for cross: traffic 
was just starting, and I couldn’t back up. 

I said, “Oh, me, we are in for it now; 
that cop will never let me get away 
with it.” I slowed up and hugged the 
right of the road at a humble pace of 
about fifteen miles an hour until I could 
see what he was going to do. I didn’t 
have to wait long, for directly, “chug- 
chug-chug” he came alongside and mo- 
tioned me to drive out on the shoulder. 
As he parked his motorcycle in front of 
me and came sternly back to the car, he 
very ominously paused and made a note 
of my license tag. He was a great big, 
red-faced Irishman, and as he blustered 
up to my window he exclaimed in an 
outraged manner: “Why in the name 
of did you cross that red light?” 
I began to explain about the light be- 
ing in a different position, but he inter- 
rupted me with another oath, as he be- 
gan to write something on his pad. 

I said, “Cap’n, I did pass the light be- 
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fore I knew it, but do you know you 
passed a far more ath stop light than 
I did? bout?” 
he s oh eal dgstyou took 
the nakRe@ein Wa d Almighty in 
vain, and the Lord says he ‘will not hold 
him guiltless that taketh his name in 
vain.’” He promptly denied it. “I did 
not,” he-said. I turned to Mrs. Smith, 
“Did you hear him?” She replied in no 
uncertain tone, “I certainly did.” There 
was the witness of two against one. Mr. 
Cop was shrewd enough to see it and 
he began to parry. “You fellows cross- 
ing these lights are enough to make a 
man say anything.” He knew very well 
that if his profanity was reported to 
headquarters by two sworn witnesses it 
would mean suspension or possibly dis- 
charge, for that is distinctly against the 
rules. Then he jammed his notebook 
in his pocket and said, “Get along now, 
and you watch them red lights!” I 
said, “Yes, Cap’n—thanks,” and as I 
edged back on to the concrete, I called 
back to him: “And you be careful, too, 
Cap’n — and don’t you ever let me catch 
you passing that stop light again !” 

Perhaps it-is just as well I did not see 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 
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his expression or hear what his reply 
was. 

But listen, fellows, there is something 
inside of every guilty sinner that cries 
out against the taking of God’s name in 
vain. Sometimes he just needs to be re- 
minded. that it is not the one who is 
cursed, but that it is God Almighty who 
is insulted. 


Ocean VIEW, VA. 
‘4 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E, Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To establish a genuine reverence 
for God’s name. 


Activity.—In dealing with the questions 
written in italics below, encourage the 
girls to respond in their own words as 
much as possible. 


Memory Verse.—“Our Father which art 


in heaven, Hallowed be thy name” (Matt. 
6:9b). 











IRLS, let us review the first two of 

the Ten Commandments, and add 
the third which we study today (Exod. 
20: 3-7). 

What is profanity? (Ezek. 42:20.) The 
profane place was that which was sep- 
arated from the holy place, and when 
we take God’s name in vain, we are sep- 
arating it from the “holy place” it should 
have in our vocabularies. Compare this 
thought with our Memory Verse. (Spend 
time reverently upon this verse until 
the girls have grasped its richness.) 
1. Our Father (Rom. 8:14-17). 2. In 
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heaven (Acts 7:49). 
6:3). 
9). 


What are the causes of profanity? 
“Out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaketh” (Matt. 12:34). What 
would cause an abundance of profanity 
to be lodged in the heart? How might 
each of these items produce the irrever- 
ent use of God’s name: ignorance, habit, 
tendency to “show off,” evil associates, 
lack of reverence for God? 

Why should people avoid profanity? 
1. From a worldly point of view, the 
“best people” do not practice it. It is 
considered «:nrefined. 2. Anyone who 
loves God with all his heart, soul, mind, 
and strength would not want to desecrate 
his name in any of its various forms. 
Far greater than our desire to respect 
our human companions is our desire, as 
children of the heavenly Father, to show 
honor and reverence toward him. 3. God 
has asked us in his Word to avoid the 
careless use of his name (Lev. 18:21; 
19:12). These verses in themselves are 
clear, but see how much more emphatic 
the Lord Jesus was about the reverent 
use of God’s name. (Read the text in 
Matthew 5:33-37.) 

What are some of the titles applied to 
God? (The titles and references may 
each be listed on separate cards and 
passed to the pupils. As a reference is 
read, the girl who holds the correct title 
may write it on the blackboard or pin 
her card to the wall with thumbtacks. 
Review these titles at the close of the 
lesson.) Jehovah (Exod. 6:3); Holy 
One (Hab. 1:12); The Lord of hosts (Isa. 
6:3); Lord of lords (Deut. 10:17); King 
of kings (1 Tim. 6:15); Father (Rom. 8: 
15). ‘ 

What are a few of the titles applied 
to, the Lord Jesus Christ? (2 Pet. 3:18.) 
Notice we speak of Jesus as “Lord” be- 
cause he is “Lord of all” (Acts 10:36). 
Lamb of God (John 1:29); Saviour 
(John 4:42); Christ, the Son of the living 
God (Matt. 16:16). His name, as well 
as the name of the heavenly Father, 
should be kept holy (1 Cor. 12:3). 

Since Christ spoke against the use of 
idle words (Matt. 12:36), let us avoid 
using irreverently even a suggestion of 
God’s name. Omit such terms as “Gee,” 
“Gosh,” and similar ones. 

As a. concrete illustration, let us im- 
agine the case of Sally who habitually 
takes God’s name in vain. (It would be 
well to use another name if there is a 
“Sally” in the class.) Why does she do 
it? 1. First, she grew up in an environ- 
ment where God’s name was used care- 
lessly and she developed the habit while 
she was learning to talk. 2. She did not 
know that such a practice was forbidden 
in God’s Word, and considered unrefined 
by cultured public opinion. 3. She had 
never been told that God’s name is holy. 

Gradually the habit grew until Sally’s 
ordinary speech was spoiled by the idle 
use of God’s name in various forms. 
“Out of the abundance of ... [her] 
heart” she was speaking. 

How does all this affect Sally? People 
who are careful to avoid swearing and 
profanity also avoid Sally, and she finds 
herself confined to companions who, like 
herself, have no vision of a better life. 

Now suppose’ Sally is told by her 


3. Hallowed (Isa. 
4. Thy name (Psa. 72:17-19; 111: 
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teachers or community directors that 
swearing is wrong. This is news to her, 
and she must study the matter before 
she. gives up her long established habit. 
Perhaps she tries to stop profaning God’s 
name, but when suddenly she is pro- 
voked, the swear words rush forth un- 
controlled as they always have done. Is 
not that a picture of what the Lord Jesus 
predicted? (Matt. 12:33-37.) 


How, then, can Sally, and others like 
her, observe the Third Commandment? 

“When I would hurt my hand, before 
I knew the Lord,” testified a mechanic, 
“I used to curse and swear. Now, when 
I hurt my hand, I praise God for victory 
through the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Tell Sally that it is not the use of 
God’s name in reverence, but the vain, 
reckless use of that name that is forbid- 
den. You do not need to be a minister 
or Sunday school teacher to do this. 
Any saved girl may speak to her com- 
rades about the Saviour (Isa. 50:4). 


What are some of the results of the - 
right use of God’s name? 1. Eternal life 
received (Rom. 10:13; John 1:12). 2. 
Answer to individual prayer (John 15: 
16). 3. Answer to group prayer (Matt. 
18:19, 20). 4. Actions performed in his 
name (Col. 3:17). 5. Persecutions be- 
cause of his name (1 Pet. 4:14). 6. Some 
day we shall sing Moses’ wilderness song 
with the redeemed Children of Israel as 
we praise God’s name (Exod. 15:1-3; 
Rev. 15:3, 4). 

What does God’s name mean to you? 
Have you found it to be the “name above 
every name”? Think what that phrase 
means! “I am God, and there is none 
else” (Isa. 45:22); “I am God, and not 
man” (Hos. 11:9); “That God may be all 
in all” (1 Cor. 15:28). 

Next week we shall consider the use 
of Sunday for worship of the Lord. 
Learn Exodus 20:8. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Have the Third Commandment printed 
and ready to hang up with the first two. 











H, HOW we do need to hear this 
Third Commandment! Here it is. 


‘ “Thou shalt not take the name of the 


Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will 
not hold him guiltless that taketh his 
name in vain.” "What does it mean? 
It means that we shall not use God’s 
name foolishly, or profanely. 

Did you know that God’s name is 
holy? Did you know that God is going 
to put the name of the Lord Jesus above 
every name, and every person will have 
to bow at his name? 

Then we go along the street and hear 
men and boys and women and girls 
swearing, using God’s name and the 
name of Jesus Christ in an awful way, 
cursing God, cursing men. That is break- 
ing this Third Commandment. It is one 
of the most common sins in our country. 
Many people seem never to think it is 
a sin. 

I know a woman who was so anxious 
that her little boy should not swear 
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. that she washed his mouth out with 


soap over and over, but that didn’t stop 
him from swearing. What can keep 
children from using God’s name pro- 
fanely? One very sure way is to lead 
the child to the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
if he accepts him as his Saviour, and 
God’s Holy Spirit comes into the child’s 
heart, He will keep his mouth clean 
from swearing. The child who loves the 
Lord Jesus will not swear, because he 
will not want to make the Saviour sorry 
and sad about him. 

But I think this commandment means 
more than swearing. I hear some peo- 
ple who always say when they are tell- 
ing a big story, “God knows this is the 
truth.” And perhaps it is not true. But 
if it is, they have a habit of bringing 
God’s name into the story foolishly. And 
I hear them use God’s name jokingly 
or without reverence... I want you chil- 
dren to remember that God is holy, that 
._ his name should be used only with rev- 
erence and love, hot carelessly and fool- 
ishly. 

Some men are very careful how they 
speak of their mother or their wife, but 
they use God’s name profanely. How 
much more careful we should be of 
God’s name even’ than of mother or 
wife or sister. One of the great failings 
of Christian people is carelessness in the 
use of the names of God. . Let’s each 
remember to reverence and honor the 
name of God, and I really think if you 
children in school would speak about it 
to other children when you hear them 
swearing, it might help some of them. 
So many of them have never heard 
anything about God or Jesus Christ ex- 
cept in swearing. It would give you a 
good chance to tell them that Jesus loves 
them and died for them, that they might 
have eternal life. 

Will you do this? 

Mopesto, CALIF. 





The soe People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 











October 23. Sharing Our Problems with God. 
Dan. 6:10; Mark 14:32-39. 


Sunday, October 16 


Workers Together with God 
(Josh. 1:5-9; Psa. 90:16, 17; 1 Cor. 3:9) 





Mon.—Pleasing God (John 8:29). 
Tues.—Chosen to work with God (Isa. 


42:1-7). 

Wed.—Working with God’s spirit (1 Cor. 
12:1-12). 

Thurs.—Starting to work with God 
(Rom. 6:17-23). 

Fri.—Jesus working with God (John 5: 


17-20). 
Sat.—God working in us (Eph. 2:10, 19- 
22). 











HERE is an old legend of Michel- 

angelo that is sometimes used to 
illustrate working together with God. 
It tells that once, when engaged on a 
painting, the great artist grew discour- 
aged and weary. While his work was 
incomplete, he fell asleep. As he slept, 
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an angel came and, picking up the brush 
that had fallen from the tired artist’s 
fingers, finished the picture. 

When Michelangelo awoke he was 
dismayed that he had slept. But, look- 
ing at his canvas, his heart was thrilled 
with joy, for while he had slept his 
picture had been painted fairer than any 
picture of his own making. 


All too often this is just the way we 
think of being co-workers with God. 
We expect him to step in, after we 
have become discouraged and weary and 
somehow make everything all right. We 
want him to complete the things we 
start and to paint out the mistakes we 
have made. 

It is blessedly true that God often 
does step in and bring order out of the 
chaos we have made, but has it ever 
occurred to you that this is not his plan 
for co-operation? Let us see what his 
better way is. 


ye 

First of all, his Word tells us that “we 
are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk 
in them” (Eph. 2:10). 

He has made us and equipped us for 
the work we are to do, and he has plan- 
ned and mapped out that work. Would 
it not make a difference if we recog- 
nized this truth and were to go to him 
for instructions before we begin, rather 
than to call him in to set things straight 
after we have blundered? 


4 
So often we take the attitude of hav- 


‘ing chosen to work for God and to have 
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How to Speak and Write 


| MASTERLY ENGLISH 


Every time you speak or write you show just what you 
are. Mistakes in English reveal you as a person who 
lacks education and refinement. Lack of language power 

revents you from presenting your thoughts 
in the strongest possible way. No matter 
what you do, real command of English will 
help you to your goal. Stop making mistakes 
in spelling, punctuation, pronunciation. In- 
crease your vocabulary. 

Wonderful Invention 

Only r5minutes a day with SherwinCody’ 

new ye ag aa you can actually S fe 
ur English improve. 

FREE Book. Lack of language power may Sherwin Cody 
Fog be costin ne thousands of dollars every year. 
See what Mr. Cody can dotor you. It costs nothing to 
find out. Maila etal card or letter this very minute for 
free book “‘How You Can Master Good English—in 15 
Minutes a ea ** It will prove a revelation $e, Jou 
WRIT Address SHERWIN CODY SCHe OL 
OF ENGLISH, 3510 Searle Building, Rochester, N 
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Seine Sees 


In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the pub- 
lishers, as well as the advertiser, by stat- 
ing that you saw the advertisement in 
The Sunday School Times. 
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thus conferred some favor upon him. 
His Word tells us that he has chosen 
us and ordained us (John 15:16) for 
the task that he has chosen for us. 
4 
But, not only has God planned the 
work and chosen us for it, he promises 
to give us the desire to do it and the 
ability to accomplish it if we will but 
let him (Phil. 2:13). This should re- 
move any fear of failure or lack of 
efficiency. If we are in God’s will, the 
responsibility for success is his and he 
will not ask of us or expect of us any- 
thing of which we are incapable. 
He 
The Lord Jesus reminded his dis- 
ciples that without him they could do 
nothing (John 15:5). Paul found that 
the positive statement of this truth was 
also a principle of Christian experience, 
“I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13). 
64 
Since therefore God has planned the 
work he wants us to do, and has cre- 
ated us for it, is it not reasonable that 
he should tell us what his plans are? 
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He does not consider us as “servants,” 
but “friends” (John 15:15). And as 
“friends” we may know what his plans 
and purposes are. He tells us that if 
we lack wisdom, we are to ask of him, 
and that he will tell us fully what to 
do and will not reproach or reprove 
us for coming to him (Jas. 1:5). Often 
we do not know his will because we 
have‘’not asked him what it is. 
$e 

His Word is a storehouse of instruc- 
tion, given for our guidance and help. 
He tells us to “study” it, so that we may 
be workmen not ashamed (2 Tim. 2: 
15). But no book of instruction can 
1elp us, unconsulted and lying untouched 
in a drawer. 

ve 

Finally, God knows our work and 
will not forget it (Heb. 6:10). Some 
earthly employers and fellow workers 
may be forgetful or ungrateful, but not 
our heavenly Father (Rev. 2:2). We 
need have no concern that we shall not 
be rewarded far beyond our deserving. 
There is a “far more exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glory” (2 Cor. 4:16-18) 
that will. be the sure reward of all those 
who labor as unto him, and are look- 


-ing not at the things that are seen, but 


at the things which are eternal. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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High Water Slack 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


UST before dawn of a September day 
J I awoke on a sleeping porch flanked 
by two magnificent hickory trees. In 
the east the winter stars blazed, visible 
in the early morning, months before 
their time. The jeweled belt of Orion 
flared above the distant pines, guarded 
on either side by rose-red Betelguese 
and flame-white Rigel. Farther down 
the sky in the jaw of the Dog flamed 
that mighty star, Sirius. 

Suddenly the stars paled, the sky 
turned a faint golden green, deepening 
first to primrose and then to ice-blue 
as through the pines above Cream Pond 
wheeled the flame-gold rim of the rising 
sun. 

Another day had dawned. It was the 
high-water slack of the tide of the year. 
Summer had still a few days before fall 
came. After breakfast I walked through 
the woods. Here and there in the deep 
green a single branch of a sugar maple 
flamed a vivid crimson, a sign that the 
Frost King was on his way and that the 
reign of Summer was nearing its end. 

The woods were silent. There were no 
bird songs nor any bird notes save the 
caw of a passing crow and the chirp 
of a chickadee, with now and then the 
piping of the hylas which had left the 
swamps and taken to the trees. 

Once I met a flock of cedarbirds, sleek 
and brown, with crests, and a pale yel- 
low band on the under sides of their 
tails, with red sealing wax at the tips 
of their wing feathers. They were feed- 
ing on sour rum cherries and gobbled 
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them down at a great rate, making a, 
lisping whisper as they fed, their only ‘ 


note. 

By mid-morning I was climbing Prin- 
die Hill.. In a bare upland meadow near 
its crest some careless farmer had left 
a stack of hay, Beside it fed two gray- 
brown animals which I thought at first 
were calves, until they raised their 
heads. Only a doe could have such 
enormous ears pricked forward and such 
beautiful dark, liquid eyes. As I stood 
perfectly still, she moved toward me 
followed by her fawn, curious to know 
who her visitor was. 

For fully ten yards those two wild, 
beautiful dwellers in the secret places 
of the hills approached me. Then sud- 
denly a little breeze stirred, and they 
seemed to sense that I belonged to that 
cruel race which had wrought so much 
harm to their kind in the past. 

Like a flash they both turned, and with 
long, easy bounds, their white tails 


showing like waving plumes, they dis-- 


appeared in the woods. 

The year before I had met a doe with 
twin fawns. With one of my boys I 
was motoring home on a misty night, 
past the Half Moon Lot- where stands 
the Boundary Elm, the first settler and 
the oldest living thing in Cornwall, 
which in the old days marked the corner 
where four farms met. 
car, we swung the lights so that they 
shone directly across the meadow, dewy 
sweet that summer night. 

At first we saw nothing except the 
pale yellow flowers of the shrubby 
cinquefoil showing like stranded stars 
here and there in the wet grass. Then, 
three feet from the ground, through the 
mist, showed a pair of sea-green eyes, 
lambent and gleaming. In a moment 
two other pairs like round-cut emeralds 
appeared on either side of the first pair, 
about two feet from the ground. We 
moved along the path of light which 
the car-lamps made through the mist, 
and when we got within ten feet of the 
eyes we could see a beautiful doe with 
a fawn on either side of her, staring as 
if hypnotized by the glare of the lights. 
We were almost close enough to touch 
them before they sensed us and dashed 
away. 

As I went down the far side of Prindle 
Hill that September morning, I sud- 
denly heard a long rolling: bird-note 
much resembling the call of the flicker, 
except that it was wilder and louder 
and ended with three abrupt syllables 
like “kek-o-ku,” with a drop at the end. 
To my astonishment I recognized the call 
of that magnificent black-and-white 
woodpecker, large as a crow, with a 
cardinal crest, the pileated woodpecker; 
sometimes known as the log-cock, one 
of the rare resident birds of Connecti- 
cut. A moment later through my field 
glasses I saw the dipping flight of the 
great bird which up to that moment I 
had never suspected lived in Cornwall. 

On the way home I passed Wolf Rock 
which stood by the side of the road that 
led to the Hollow, as the deepest of all 
the Cornwall valleys is named. There 
my great-grandmother once saw a gray 
wolf sitting with his head en his paws 
on the top of the great rock looking 
at her. By a great effort of will she 
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kept herself from running, for a wolf is 
apt to attack a human who runs away. 
She moved on up to the crest of the 
hill and then looked back. He was still 
on the rock watching her. When she 
went down the hill on the other side 
and was hidden from sight, she ran for 
her life and reached home safely. 

Beneath the rock is a little cave filled 
with dry leaves, where probably many 
an Indian hunter used to spend the night 
in the old days. I crawled in but found 
nothing more dangerous than a striped 
chipmunk who was singing, “Chuk-a- 
chuk-a-chuk-a-chuk,” beating time with 
his tail. 

The last of the wild folk with. whom 
I met that day lay basking in the warm 
brown dust of a footpath that I was fol- 
lowing home from Wolf Rock, a little 
grass-green snake about a foot long, the 
most beautiful of all our Northern rep- 
tiles. With his black and gold eyes, 
smooth scales and glossy cream-white 
under-parts, he seemed like some bit of 
‘fashioned jade, so exquisite was the col- 
oring of his slim body. He had a forked, 
coral-colored tongue, tipped with black, 
and when I finally let him go he slipped 
into the green grass and was instantly 
lost to sight, as his color merged with 
the grass blades. 

The great-horned owls were hooting 
across Cream Pond in the early twilight, 
and the evening star showed like a jewel 
in the luminous gold afterglow as I 
reached home. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


October 10 to 16 


Mon.—Exodus 20:7. The Third Commandment. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The Lord will 
not hold him guiltless that taketh his 
name in vain.” Profanity is a pernicious, 
spreading sin. Men who curse God cannot 
bless men. Human rights will be dis- 
regarded by the man who breaks the 
Third Commandment. The swearer can- 
not be trusted in business or social 
transactions. Being wrong in principle 
he is sure to be wrong in practice. The 
age never needed more this moral 
straight-edge. Pray for Japan. 


Tues.—Matthew 5:33-37. Reverence for God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Swear not.” The 
misuse of God’s name is a heinous sin. 
Its awful category appears in the words: 
“The Lord will not hold him guiltless 
that taketh his name in vain.” “By- 
words” are close to the borderland of 
irreverence. Swearing is an immediate 
affront to God. Pray for Russia. 


Wed.—Matthew 12:33-37. Make the Tree Good. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The tree is 
known by his fruit.” Characters are not 
known by profession, but by conduct. 
Man is no better than his deeds. Show 
me thy faith by thy works. What we 
are tends to manifestation. Inward 
thoughts appear sooner or later in words 
and actions. “The tree is known by his 
fruit.” Pray for Korea. 


Thurs.—Luke 7:36-50. A Labor of Love. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “She loved 
much.” - True Christian labor springs 
from love. Fear suits the state of con- 
demnation; but only love befits the state 
of justification. Measure your service to 
Christ by your love to Christ. “She 
loved much” because she had been for- 
given much; and so will you. Abun- 
dant pardon urges abundant labors.. Is 
your present work for Christ “a labour 
of love”? Pray for French Indo-China. 
Fri.—Revelation 17:9-13. 

A Multitude Praise God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A great multi- 
tude, which no man could number.” 
Without doubt Heaven will be more 
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populous than hell. Christ’s triumphs 
are never on narrow margins. The 
broad road leading to destruction em- 
braces “many,” but Heaven will have a 
“multitude,” which no man can number. 
The number of infants with Christ is 
very great; the ransomed from every 
nation must be added thereto. Heaven’s 
population will be full of surprises. 
Pray for India. 


Sat.—1 Timothy 6:17-21. Not Gold, but God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Hope on the liv- 
ing God” (marg.). Affection for gold is one 
of man’s earliest sinful obsessions (see 
Gen. 2:11, 12). Job declares that he had 
not made gold his trust (31:24). Many 
do trust in “uncertain riches.” No man 
can depend on gold; but all can fully 
rely upon God. Have you found what 
is better than fine gold? (Psa. 19.) Pray 
for Tibet. » 


Sun.—Psalm 99:1-9. The Holiness of God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He is holy.” God 
is holy in all his thoughts, words, and 
deeds. He is utterly free from defile- 
ment. His words are pure; his deeds are 
holy, and his ways are righteous. The 
heavens shall declare this at the judg- 
ment. He is “true and righteous.” Let 
all who name the name of the Lord de- 
part from iniquity. “Pray for the peace 
of Jerusalem.” 
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In ordering goods or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the ad- 
vertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 





“They Need Not Depart; Give Ye Them to Eat” 


Following extracts from a recent. letter of a Russian Christian family depict the exhausted 
multitudes that stood before Jesus and His perplexed disciples in days gone by, stirring our 


sympathies: 


“Dear Brother in the Lord: In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, I beg you to forgive me 
for writing to you such sad letters. God knows my conditions which compel me to seek 


some way out of my distress. 


“You know that sometimes nakedness is worse than starvation, and at the present time we 


have no clothing, no shoes, and no proper nourishment. 


will be left hungry, naked and destitute. 


“Look upon us standing before you in such sad condition ! 


left without a blessing ! 


Winter is approaching and we 


Help us and you will not be 


In the name of Jesus Christ, do not leave this letter unread.” 


This is but a small picture of the many thousands of suffering Christian people in Russia and 
other countries, who in their despair are praying and waiting upon God and His children in 
happier countries, who by their prayers and generosity may comfort, help and encourage them. 


And Jesus said: 


“They need not depart; give ye them to eat,” so let us fulfill the will of the 


Lord in praying for them, feeding and clothing them by our free will offerings to the 
RUSSIA INLAND RELIEF MISSION, Inc. 
Rev. John Johnson, Founder and General Director; Rey. Alexander V. Dobrinin, Director of Russian Work 
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mail coupon below today. 


The Finest One-Volume Edition 


Contains the largest type of any one- 
volume edition of this work ever pub- 
lished. It is complete and has n 
consulted by thousands. You will dis- 
cover its possession to be one of the best 
investments you ever made. It illumines 
the Sacred Page; aids in an intelligent, 
thoughtful interpretation of the ord; 
fosters a deeply spiritual atmosphere. 


‘This rat work has been for yoers a 
fount of Biblical knowledge and ira- 
tion to Spiritual Leaders and Teachers, 
Doctors of Divinity, and Famous Preach- 
ers. A_verse-by-verse analysis of the 
whole Bible — Old and New Testament — 
with critical and ae notes, full 
introductions and subject contents. 


DO YOU KNOW 


Robert Jamieson, D.D., 


was minister of St. 
Church, Glasgow; 


A. R. Fausset, M.A., 
belonged to the Evangelical 
School of the Church of Eng- 
land, and Rector of St. Cuth- 
bert’s, York. Widely known 
as the author of many schol- 
arly, highly valued books; 


David Brown, D.D. 


was a renowned Presbyterian 
Minister and later Professor 
of Theology, Aberdeen. Widely 
known as a_e conservative. 
Author of many able books. 
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Handsome, Durable, Buck- 
Binding 
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Comments of Enthusiastic Users 


“A wonderful book put in such sim- 
ple phrases that the ordinary layman 
can_understand them.” 

Young, East Stanwood, Wash. 

“I am delighted with the Commen- 
tary. It is far beyond expectation 
and is a mine of Biblical ‘ormation.”’ 

—E. C. Pyatt, Phillipsburg, N. J. 

“I find the new print much easier 
to study.” 

—Mrs. J. H. Halverson, Jeffers, Minn. 

“I received my Commentary and it 
is simply marvelous.” 

—Mrs. June Napier, Rapid City, S. D. 














Larger Type, Better Binding, a Bigger Book 


Ms. =o b lib: f 
READ THE JUDGMENT OF ovens peseinas ‘ead inaiee an aoe 
GRE AT LE ADERS Bile student of the land. I have been 


indebted to it for a genération.”— 
“Sound and valuable for Bible Dr. George W. Truett. 





WARNING ! 
This is an entirely 
new edition of the 
Jamieson, Fausset 
and Brown Commen- 
tary. Do not confuse 


“I have of it a: very high opinion 
a 
it with the 


- I consult it continually, and 


type editions now 
being offered. Do not 
urchase a Commen- 
ary without first ex- 
amining our new 
large-type  one-vol- 
ume edition. Its 
superiority will as- 
tonish you. 











small with growing interest.”—Charles H. 


Spurgeon. 

“No commentary has been pub- 
lished which is cornaparable to it.”— 
Lewis Sperry Chafer, D.D. 

**. . .we heartily recommend it for 
its evangelical Spiritual character 
and practical presentation. The price, 
too, makes this edition attractive.”— 


students.”—J. Oliver Busweil, Jr., oa 
D.D. ‘ 


“The most valuable Commentary 
on the Bible existing in the form_of 
a single volume.’’—W. B. Riley, D.D., 
First Baptist Church, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

“Sound, clear, and lucid. I know 
of no commentary which supersedes, 
or is even to be compared with it. 


- reliable . . . devotional. I 
know of nothing in the English lan- 
guage that, within the same space, 
gives such help to the Bible student. 
When my son, who is a minister, 
moved from my home he carried 
with him my Jamieson, Fausset and 
Brown Commentary, and he wouldn’t 
give it up for the world.”—William 
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